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According to the Apostle Paul, the first benefit of Bible study is doctrine or
sound teaching (2. Tim. 3:16). Doctrine gives content and conviction to

one’s beliefs. Join us for a study of the doctrine of God. No questions &

are more basic for mankind than Who ig God? And What ig God Cie?
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‘ THE PROOFS FOR THE REALITY OF GOD: His Eternal Existence

The Doctrine of God, known as Theology Proper, asks and answers these four
questions:

1A. The Knowledge of God:

1b.  The limitations of the knowledge of God:

o It is impossible for man to have knowledge of God that is
exhaustive and perfect in every way. "
Job 11:7 Canst thou by searching find out God? Canst thou find out the
Almighty unto perfection?

Is. 40:18 To whom then will ye liken God? Or what likeness will ye compare
unto him?

2c. Man can obtain a knowledge of God that is adequate for the
realization of the divine purpose in the life of man.
Jn. 17:3 And this is life eternal, that they might know thee the only true God,
. and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast sent.

1 .Jdn. 5:20 And we know that the Son of God is come, and hath give us an
understanding, that we may know him that is true, and we are in him that is true,
even in his Son Jesus Christ. This is the true God, and eternal life.

2b.  The source of the knowledge of God:

1c.  General revelation:
Rom. 1:19-20 Because that which may be known of God is manifest in them:
for God hath shewed it unto them. For the invisible things of him from the
creation of the world are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are
made, even his eternal power and Godhead; so that they are without excuse:

Acts 14:17 Nevertheless he left no himself without witness, in that he did good,
and gave us rain from heaven, and fruitful seasons, filling our hearts with food
and gladness.

Rom. 2:15 Which show the work of the law written in their hearts, their
conscience also bearing witness, and their thoughts the mean while accusing or
else excusing one another.

2c. Special revelation:

‘ The Scriptures and Christ




3b.  The presuppositions of the existence of God:
1c.  This presupposition is not capable of logical demonstration:
The laws of logic are set up by finite man.
2c.  This presupposition is not capable of rational argumentation:

The finite can only reason to the finite. It can never reach the
infinite.

3c.  This presupposition must be accepted by faith:
This faith is not a blind, irrational faith:

Heb. 11:1 Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of
things not seen.

Heb. 11:6 But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh to
God must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek
him.

4b.  The immediacy of the knowledge of God:

The knowledge of God is a first truth or innate idea which is immediately
present in man by virtue of his birth.

George Park Fisher, an American Presbyterian theologian of well over a
century ago, said the conviction that God exists arises in quite another
way, “...belief in God is not in processes of argument. His presence is
more immediately manifest. There is a native [that is, born-in] belief,
arising spontaneously in connection with the feeling of dependence and
the phenomena of conscience, however, obscure, undeveloped or
perverted that faith may be” (Grounds of Theistic and Christian Belief,
Scribners, 1902, p. 24).

2A. The Existence of God:
The Bible both assumes and demonstrates the existence of God.
1b.  The evidence from the Scriptures:

1c.  Biblical assumption:
Gen. 1:1 In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth.

1d.  The Bible simply begins with the assumption that God exists.
In Genesis 1, the name of God appears 32 times
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2d.  Men do not need to be told that God exists. They have an
intuitive knowledge of Him.

Christological revelation:
Jn. 1:18 No man hath seen God at any time, the only begotten Son, which is in
the bosom of the Father, he hath declared him.

Prophetic declaration:

Is. 41:21-29 21 Produce your cause, saith the LORD; bring forth your strong
reasons, saith the King of Jacob. 22 Let them bring them forth, and shew us
what shall happen: let them shew the former things, what they be, that we may
consider them, and know the latter end of them; or declare us things for to come.
23 Shew the things that are to come hereafter, that we may know that ye are
gods: yea, do good, or do evil, that we may be dismayed, and behold it together.
24 Behold, ye are of nothing, and your work of nought: an abomination is he that
chooseth you. 25 | have raised up one from the north, and he shall come: from
the rising of the sun shall he call upon my name: and he shall come upon princes
as upon morter, and as the potter treadeth clay. 26 Who hath declared from the
beginning, that we may know? and beforetime, that we may say, He is righteous?
yea, there is none that sheweth, yea, there is none that declareth, yea, there is
none that heareth your words. 27 The first shall say to Zion, Behold, behold
them: and | will give to Jerusalem one that bringeth good tidings. 28 For |
beheld, and there was no man; even among them, and there was no counseller;
that, when | asked of them, could answer a word. 29 Behold, they are all vanity;
their works are nothing: their molten images are wind and confusion.

Is. 44:28 That saith of Cyrus, He is my shepherd, and shall perform all my
pleasure: even saying to Jerusalem, Thou shalt be built; and to the temple, Thy
foundation shall be laid.

Apostolic proclamation:

Acts 4:17 Nevertheless he left not himself without witness, in that he did good,
and gave us rain from heaven, and fruitful seasons, filling our hearts with food
and gladness.

Acts 17:26 And hath made of one blood all nations of men for to dwell on all
the face of the earth, and hath determined the times before appointed, and the
bounds of their habitation;

2b.  The arguments from the natural order:

1c.

2c.

The cosmological argument—an evidence from causation:

The argument begins with the fact of the universe and asks the
question, How did it get here? Then it answers, The universe was
created by an adequate cause. The name given to this Adequate
or First Cause is God.

The teleological argument—argument from design.



God and Creation

.

The major premise of this argument is that an orderly arrangement
in a system implies intelligence and purpose. Since order and
design can be observed in the universe, there must have been at
the beginning of the universe an intelligence sufficient to design
that order and purpose. A watch necessitates a watchmaker.

A recent forceful case for the existence of God based on the
argument from design was made in The Saturday Evening Post
(Nov/Dec 1999 and Jan/Feb 2000). Dr. David Foster, British
mathematician, philosopher and scientist in his book, Proving God
Exists, states...

Discoveries in molecular biology make a positive case
for the existence of God. There are 20 different
amino acids in proteins, and their sequential order is
always the same. Calculations of improbability can
be used as a measure of the complexity of a protein,
including the specificity in the sequential order of
amino acids. The improbability of the hemoglobin
molecule (protein) can be represented by the
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3c.

4c.

5¢.

molecule could never happen by chance. It confirms
the Argument From Design at the molecular level, and
so GOD MUST EXIST. (See the appendix for the
Jan/Feb 2000 article.)

The anthropological argument—an evidence from morality:

It can be observed that men of all races, in all places, and of every
social condition, display a sense of right and wrong. The only
adequate explanation is that a great Moral Being Who created man,
planted in him a moral sense.

The ontological argument—an evidence of infinity:

The medieval scholastic Anselm proposed that since all men
possess the idea of a most perfect Being in their minds, where did
this idea come from? An imperfect being can never arrive at an
idea of a perfect Being, thus some perfect Being must have planted
this idea in all men.

The historical argument—an evidence from universality:



Since all men, everywhere, give evidence of a belief in some
superior Being, that idea must have its source in a general
revelation of God to all individuals at all times and in all places.

3A. The Importance of the Knowledge of God:
1b.  The knowledge of God enables eternal life:
N 1c.  Appropriation of the knowledge of God brings salvation:
John 17:3 And this is life eternal, that they might know thee the only true God,
and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast sent.
2c.  Acceptance of salvation from God brings authentic, endless life:
John 11:25-26 25 Jesus said unto her, | am the resurrection, and the life: he
that believeth in me, though he were dead, yet shall he live: 26 And whosoever
liveth and believeth in me shall never die. Believest thou this?
2b.  The knowledge of God involves knowledge of ourselves:
1c.  This knowledge is humbling:
Isaiah 6:5 Then said I, Woe is me! for | am undone; because | am a man of
unclean lips, and | dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips: for mine eyes
have seen the King, the LORD of hosts.
2c.  This knowledge is reassuring and satisfying: g":'
Gen. 1:26: Man’s dignity and worth =
Rom. 5:8: God’s love and concern
3b.  The knowledge of God gives us knowledge of this world:
1c.  The reason for its existence:
Colossians 1:16 For by him were all things created, that are in heaven, and
that are in earth, visible and invisible, whether they be thrones, or dominions, or
principalities, or powers: all things were created by him, and for him:
2C: The description of its destiny:
Revelation 1:19 Write the things which thou hast seen, and the things
which are, and the things which shall be hereafter;
4b.

The knowledge of God is the only way to personal holiness:

Jeremiah 9:23-24 23 Thus saith the LORD, Let not the wise man glory in his wisdom,
neither let the mighty man glory in his might, let not the rich man glory in his riches: 24
But let him that glorieth glory in this, that he understandeth and knoweth me, that | am the

LORD which exercise lovingkindness, judgment, and righteousness, in the earth: for in
these things | delight, saith the LORD.



‘ THE PERVERSIONS OF THE DOCTRINE OF GOD: Deplorable Denials

1A.  The Description of God
John 4:24 God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must worship him in spirit and in truth.

1b.  The centrality of the passage: Christ’s doctrine of the Father

2b.  The significance for the doctrine of God:

1c.

2¢.

God is immaterial:

God has none of the properties belonging to matter and He cannot
be discerned by the bodily senses.

Lk. 24:39 Behold my hands and my feet, that it is | myself: handle me, and
see; for a spirit hath not flesh and bones, as ye see me have.

1 Tim. 6:15-16 15 Which in his times he shall shew, who is the blessed and
only Potentate, the King of kings, and Lord of lords; 16 Who only hath immortality,
dwelling in the light which no man can approach unto; whom no man hath seen,
nor can see: to whom be honour and power everlasting. Amen.

God is incorporeal:

The idea of spirituality necessarily excludes the ascription of
anything like corporeity (bodily form) to God.

Sometimes human characteristics are attributed to God so that
man might apprehend the infinite. When the Bible speaks of God’s
hands (Is. 65:2), His eyes (1Ki. 8:29) and His ears (Neh. 1:6), it
does so that man might better understand Him. These expressions
are called anthropomorphisms (human form attributed to God).

THE ANGEL BPEAKS TO HAGAR. -
MOSKS AT THE BURNING BUSH.



3c.

4c.

If God is immaterial, He cannot be seen, and yet God has
temporarily assumed a visible form for the purpose of communion
and fellowship. The person of the Godhead thus manifesting
Himself was undoubtedly the pre-incarnate Christ:

John 1:18 No man hath seen God at any time; the only begotten Son, which is
in the bosom of the Father, he hath declared him.

God is a spirit-being:

He is free of all corporeal and spatial limitations.

God is a personal being:

1d.

2d.

3d.

He possesses intellect:
Psalms 147:5 Great is our Lord, and of great power: his
understanding is infinite.

Acts 15:18 Known unto God are all his works from the beginning of
the world.

He possesses emotions:

John 3:16 For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten
Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have
everlasting life.

Jer. 31:3 The LORD hath appeared of old unto me, saying, Yea, | have

“loved thee with an everlasting love: therefore with lovingkindness have |

drawn thee.
He possesses will:

Will is that faculty of God which puts into effect all that has
been designed by Him.

Rom. 12:2 And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed
by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and
acceptable, and perfect, will of God.

Eph. 1:5 Having predestinated us unto the adoption of children by
Jesus Christ to himself, according to the good pleasure of his will

Dan. 4:35 And all the inhabitants of the earth are reputed as nothing:
and he doeth according to his will in the army of heaven, and among the
inhabitants of the earth: and none can stay his hand, or say unto him,
What doest thou?



2A.

3A.

The Definition of God:

1b.

2b.

The Denials of God:

1b.

2b.

3b.

The problem of a definition:

Since the biblical God is unique and incomparable, no exhaustive
definition of God is possible:

Isa. 40:25 To whom then will ye liken me, or shall | be equal? saith the Holy One.

The attempt at a definition:

THE DEFINITION OF GOD

Westminster Shorter Catechism (Q. 4)

“God is a Spirit, infinite, eternal, and unchangeable, in his being, wisdom,
power, holiness, justice, goodness, and truth.”

. BEING
WISDOM
POWER

. HOLINESS

. JUSTICE

. GOODNESS
. TRUTH

infinite
eternal in his

GOD IS A SPIRIT
unchangeable

Noarwn=o

Atheism—the denial of existence:

The Scriptures consider atheism a moral rather than an intellectual
problem. )

Psa. 14:1; 53:1 The fool hath said in his heart, There is no God. They are corrupt,
they have done abominable works, there is none that doeth good.

The Scriptures further recognize the possibility of a willful, and therefore
culpable suppressing of the knowledge of God.

Rom. 1:18 For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and
unrighteousness of men, who hold the truth in unrighteousness

Agnosticism—the denial of knowability:
There may be a God, but it is impossible to know for certain.

Dualism—the denial of unity:



4b.

5b.

6b.

7b.

8b.

Based on ancient Zoroastrianism, there are two eternal forces, one good
and evil, in constant conflict.

Pantheism—the denial of transcendence:

God is not a being separate from His creation, but an integral part of
everything in creation. God is everything. The modern ecological
movement in pantheistic.

Deism—the denial of immanence:

God created the world but then deserted it, leaving it to operate on its own
laws. No direct revelation is possible, no prayers to that “absentee
landlord” will be answered.

Finitism—the denial of absoluteness:

God is not in sovereign control of His creation. This view is espoused, for
example, by Rabbi Harold S. Kushner in his book, When Bad Things
Happen to Good People, 1981. God would like to stop evil and suffering
in this universe, but is impotent to do so.

God-is-Dead Theology—the denial of eternality:

This view is also known as theothanatology. The position was espoused
by Thomas J. J. Altizer, associate professor of religion at Emery
University, Atlanta, Georgia. He boldly proclaimed, “Christian theology
must proclaim the death of God. . .God has disappeared from history. . He
is truly dead. . .We must recognize that the death of God is an historical
event; God has died in our time, in our history, in our existence.”

The same view is taught by Episcopal Bishop John A. T. Robinson in his
book, Honest to God.

Process theology — the denial of immutability and perfection:

Alfred North Whitehead, famed mathematician-philosopher developed this
view in his book, Process and Reality, in 1929.

Charles Hartshorne developed further the concept that God is in process:
“His life consists of an everlasting succession of divine events or
occasions.” God is daily growing in knowledge of His being and of the
future and is in process of becoming what He will eventually be. In short,
this view espouses the evolution of God.
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‘ 9b.  The openness of God—the denial of His foreknowledge:

This seriously defective view of God, known as “openness theology” is
espoused by evangelicals such as Clark Pinnock and Gregory Boyd. The
main element of this theology is the conviction that God does not infallibly
foreknow all that shall come to pass. God created each person with total
freedom and God graciously waits for man to make a decision before
readjusting His plan. This is called a “genuine give-and-take relationship.”
It means that God may have to adjust His plans based on our choices.

How sad that evangelicalism enters the 21% century in total disarray
concerning the bedrock of Christian theology, the doctrine of an all-
knowing sovereign God.

10b. The feminization of God—the denial of His Fatherhood:

The “Christian” feminist movement generally holds to the view that God
should not be spoken of in terms of a Father. Some refer to a mother-
father god, others, in what is called “Re-Imagining God,” worship the
Greek goddess of earth, Gaia, or the goddess of wisdom, Sophia.
Mainline denominations have sponsored these worship conferences
magnifying Gaia and Sophia. An even more radical departure is the
‘ insistence by some avant-garde theologians that Jesus Christ was
actually a woman.

‘‘Christ was also a woman’’ Dr. Edward
L. Kessel d in the September, 1983
Journal of the American Scientific
Affliliation. The November 15, 1983 CN
published the lusion of this absurd
ASA article. The ASA claims to be an
“‘evangelical” group. However, it does
allow-for the theery of evolution and aber-
tion. One of the articles in the ASA Journal
backed the NIV translation of Exodus
21:22-25 to support the murder of unbern
infants.

The August, 1984 Christian Challenge, a
conservative Episcopalian publication, in-
cluded this item by Lester Kinsolving:

““WAS JESUS CHRIST REALLY A
WOMAN?

‘“‘According to Dr. Virginia Mollenkett,
professor of English at New Jersey's
William Patterson College, there is ‘a lot
of evidence’ that Jesus Christ was really a
woman. Dr. Mollenkott is an Episcopalian
who is a member of the National Council
of Churches (NCC) committee that pro-
duced a highly controversial lectionary,
which neutered most of the nouns and pro-
nouns in a selection of recommended Bi-
ble readings.

“‘During a news conference at the
NCC’s governing board meeting on
November 10, Dr. Mollenkott said:

*“ ‘You might be interested to know that
in the most recent issue of the Journal of
American Scientific Affiliation, which is
an evangelical group of scientists, the lead
article is by Edward Kessell, biologist,
arguing that Jesus was born in
parthenogenesis; that parthenogenetic
births are always female; that in some
cases, therefore, he would be willing to
refer to Jesus as “‘she’’ — up until the last
minute of sex reversal, in which case
Jesus remains chromosomally female
throughout life, but functions as a normal
male and looks like a normal male.’

‘“When asked by this column if she
agrees with this theory, Dr. Mollenkott
replied:




34 EXPLORE THE BOOK 102

It is fashionable today to profess disbelief in miracles. Accept
this first sentence of Scripture, and there will be little difficulty
in accepting all the miracles that follow; for the less are included
in the greater. Note, also, that in this first, basal pronouncement
of Scripture there is a denial of all the principal false philosophies
which men have propounded.

“In the beginning God ""—that denies Atheism with its doctrine
of no God.
“In the beginning God"—that denies Polytheism with its

doctrine of many gods. .
“In the beginning God created''—that denies Fatalism with its

doctrine of chance.
“In)the beginning God created"'—that denies Evolution with

its doctrine of infinite decoming.

“God created heaven and carth'—that denies Pantheism which
makes God and the universe identical.

“God created heaven and earth''—that denies Materialism which

asserts the eternity of matter.

Thus, this first “testimony’’ of Jehovah is not only a declara-
tion of Divine truth, but a repudiation of human error.

J. Sidlow Baxter

(ATHEISM
FATAL{5 M | BUND FoRrcE
POLY THEISM

GENESIS I'1 versuss MATERIALISM
PANTHEISM

(EVOLUTION

“In the beginnings God--
“In the beginning God created---
“In the beginning, God created-(singular num)
“ln the beginning God created
the heaven and the earth”
“In the beginning God created the
heaven and the earth”
“In the beginning God crreated- the carth?
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ADVENTURES OF THE MIND

PROVING GOD EXISTS

Part Two: The Case Against Atheism DR. DAWKINS' FIRSTLOGICAL FLAW: "TARGET PHRASE"

Today there is a major battle in the world of ideas between religion and atheism. This new rise of atheism is due to
new books, such as The Blind Watchmaker by Richard Dawkins of New College, Oxford, based on arguments that
life can be explained entirely by Darwin's theory of natural selection. Dr. Dawkins puts forward a new theory of
automatic evolution, which he calls cumulative selection. | next show that this theory is flawed.

The Processes of Organic Life

Dr. Dawkins applies his principle of cumulative selection to organic life, such as our own human bodies. But just
what is the basic nature of organic life as understood by modern biological science? It is the concept that organic
bodies depend upon their constituent cells and that such cells in turn depend upon their inhabitant protein molecules
of great variety and organizing power. However, those proteins also depend upon a controlling programming system
encapsulated in even smaller chemicals known as genes of DNA (deoxyribonucleic acids). It is all an astonishing
system. Thus, when Dr. Dawkins writes about cumulative selection, he is essentially referring to such modifications
in the DNA-gene chemical system which might improve the vital survivability of a particular species, such
survivability process being governed by the natural selection of Charles Darwin.

Dr. Dawkins' Cumulative Selection Applied to Organic Life and Its Evolution

The basic data from which | shall argue that Dr. Dawkins makes a serious logical flaw is contained in his writing on
page 27 of his book The Blind Watchmaker:

"It now breeds from this random phrase. It duplicates itself repeatedly, but with a certain chance of random error—
‘mutation--in the copying. The computer examines the mutant nonsense phrases, the ‘progeny’ of the original phrase,
and chooses the one which, however slightly, most resembles the target phrase."

I next explain how the logical flaw relates to the words "target phrase.”

http://web12.epnet.com/delivery.asp?tb=1& ug=dbs+7+In+en-us+sid+1449EESC-6D6A-4A79-80A... 11/7/02
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Explaining Dr. Dawkins' "Logical Flaw"

’ To exactly understand the nature of Dr. Dawkins' logical flaw, one must study the literary analogy that he uses as a
model. This model system is based upon two features:

(@) Cumulative selection depends upon a succession of small steps of genetic improvement, each of which is of a
random nature.

(b) Dawkins postulates a parallel model system involving the nature of literacy in which a meaningful statement in
alphabetical letters can be developed (evolved) from a meaningless jumble of such letters (as in the game Scrabble).
| agree that this is a legitimate sort of model.

Dr. Dawkins sets out two alternative arrays of alphabetical letters: WDLMNLT DJBKWIRZREZLMQCO, a random
series, and METHINKS IT IS LIKE A WEAZEL--a meaningful statement from Hamlet. Dr. Dawkins assumes that the
meaningful statement can be derived from the random set of letters by substitution or replacement one at a time,
perhaps 40 times.

Of course it can, providing one knows the ultimate target phrase (METHINKS, etc.) at each step of substitution. That
is not allowed in a random sorting system. But that is just the flaw which Dr. Dawkins employs. He permits himself to
have seen and known the answer before he has started to answer the question.

At the risk of repeating myself, let us be quite clear about the nature of the Dawkins logical error. Dawkins'
cumulative selection requires that the components of an organic system (organs and molecules) shall develop in
such a direction and fashion as will enhance the survivability of the whole organic body and species. However, he
assumes that the desirable endpoints of the development process (his "target phrase") are known before that

process is started.

———That, incidentally, is the concept of final cause, which is basic to all teleological processes in which a process
proceeds to an ideal endpoint because that endpoint is known all the time and thus directs the process. Thus,
Dawkins has done a very strange thing in that his writings elsewhere seem to outlaw any question of using final
cause, but that is the very thing he adopts under the guise of "target phrase." Dr. Dawkins has simply reinvented
God under a different name and through the back door.

DR. DAWKINS' SECOND LOGICAL FLAW: "IRREDUCIBLE COMPLEXITY"

In writing this section, | am indebted to a recent book by Professor M. J. Behe, a member of the biochemistry faculty
at Lehigh University in Pennsylvania. The book is entitled Darwin's Black Box and states a number of ideas as

follows:

(1) The first notion is that it strictly follows the ideas in William Paley's "Argument From Design" and comes to the
conclusion that the creation of life requires an intelligent designer or God. This conclusion is similar to my own.

(2) In considering the Argument From Design, he shifts the field from observation of the ordinary and familiar (as |
also do) to the molecular sphere, where observation is possible through the electron microscope.

(3) The idea of irreducible complexity is really very simple. If one has an operating system which includes a number
of vital functional components, then such components taken individually are limited as to the reduction in their
effectiveness, which can be tolerated before that reduction imperils the operation of the total system. A good
example would be a three-legged table. Such a table with legs of equal length can be quite stable and preserve a
level and useful table surface. But if one of the three legs is missing, the table will fall over. Furthermore, even the
shortening of one of the three legs will cause the table to lean over and therefore invalidate the effectiveness of a

level tabletop.

The power of this argument relates to Darwin's theory of natural selection. According to a modern version sometimes
‘escribed as neo-Darwinism, evolution can take place in very small steps, each of which has the system in a state of
effective and inheritable operation. Those modern scientists advocating neo-Darwinism, such as Dr. Richard
Dawkins, typically take the example of the human eye and consider that although it might have started millions of
years ago in the form of a light-sensitive single cell, nevertheless it could develop through successive small stages,
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each of which conveys inheritable utility. Then, in due course, one can arrive at a full-fledged human eye. This "small
jump" process of evolution was favored by Darwin, but Professor Behe considers it to be wrong (as | doj and cites
against it the principle of irreducible complexity.

‘ The Principle of Irreducible Complexity

Earlier | have given an example of this illustrated by a three-legged table, which will be of use only on three legs but
of no use on two legs. Now | think my reader will agree that a three-legged table is "complex" compared with a two-
legged table and that it is just that extra leg which enables it to function correctly. The question is whether such an
analysis also applies to the world of organic nature and living things. But the fact is that irreducible complexity can be
applied to any system. For example, consider a motorcar. A motorcar will not go unless it has an engine with a
carburetor, an ignition system, a crankshaft, pistons, valves, and a camshaft. Take any one away or have one
component behave in a substandard fashion, and the engine will not go; it is a victim of irreducible complexity!

It is obvious that this principle applies to all systems, whether man-made or of nature. Therefore, it will apply to the
contents of micromolecular systems. Professor Behe goes on to illustrate his principle with examples taken from the
field of molecular biology, and such | will not recount (they are very complicated). However, | will note that | was
completely convinced by them.

The Impact of Irreducible Complexity on Darwinism

The conclusions in the previous issue were based on my earlier book The Philosophical Scientists and related to the
Argument From Design. They stressed the complexity we find in the organic molecular world, a complexity which
can be measured. The chance probability of the occurrence of the hemoglobin molecule, for example, can be
represented by the infinitesimal number 10-654.

That analysis impinged upon the subject of "Does God exist?" inasmuch as it tends to be against the possible truth
of neo-Darwinism and its theory that the evolution of life could be the result of chance processes as distinct from a
process calling for intelligent design. But my reader may not be convinced by that argument from the last issue, and

‘ so we next turn for support to the new principle of irreducible complexity as developed by Professor Behe. Darwin
himself stated,

"If it could be demonstrated that any complex organ existed which could nnot possibly have formed by numerous,
successive, slight modifications, my theory would absolutely break down."

It has broken down, since the principle of irreducible complexity shows that the early steps of a so-called multistep
evolution are unable to evolve a multicomponent system and are noninheritable.

Let us consider in greater depth this remarkable principle of irreducible complexity. The following describes the
working out of that principle and why it totally negates neo-Darwinism and

Darwin's statement that if multistep evolution is untenable, then his theory of natural selection is bankrupt.

(1) Refer to Fig. 1. This illustrates the idea of evolution's progress by a series of steps. Note, however, that the steps
are divided into halves. There is a lower initial phase leading up to the critical level of irreducible complexity, and this
is followed by an upper-level phase of steps.

(2) But note that the lower section of steps below the critical level are notional steps existing only in the imagination
and are bogus in that they are nonselectable for evolution and because, by definition, they are below the critical
level.

(3) The-upper steps above the critical level (shown as real steps) would be selectable for evolution in principle but
not in practice, since the lower steps are absent in reality and only present in the imagination.

(4) Thus, neo-Darwinism breaks down under the operation of the principle of irreducible complexity, and it can be
said that neo-Darwinism can only operate in the field of imagination, but not in the real world.

So Darwin is hoisted by his own petard in having insisted that small-step evolution was basic to his theory of natural
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selection. Darwin's small-step theory, therefore, must be consigned to oblivion, as must also the atheistic ideas of Dr.
Dawkins.

‘ GOD EXISTS! THE QUANTUM ARGUMENT FROM DESIGN

In the orientation of my ideas, | have been greatly impressed by one of Britain's recent great scientists, Sir Charles
Sherrington. In his book Man on His Nature, he quotes Lord Bacon's famous definition of natural theology:

"... that spark of knowledge of God which may be had by light of nature and the consideration of created things."

In my view this is still the most fundamental and rational proof that God exists and is the basis of this present
argument. But perhaps William Paley's original Argument From Design from 1802 will not satisfy a scientist because
itis based on logical inference rather than fact. It is true that the inference is very striking, but in this modern age,
only a belief based on facts will satisfy either the scientist or the man in the street.

The Source of My Quantum Ideas: Professor Sanger at Cambridge

When working on my book The Philosophical Scientists, | came up against a mental brick wall. This came about
when (although a mere engineer) | was delving into molecular biology and was puzzled by some extraordinary
biological facts which had religious significance, but no one, apparently, had drawn any theological or philosophical
conclusions from them. Accordingly, | wrote off to Professor Frederick Sanger, who was head of the molecular
biology laboratory at Cambridge, and | asked him if he knew of anyone who had written about the theological or
philosophical significance of the new biological ideas.

Professor Sanger is an extraordinary man, being a double Nobel Laureate (and Order of Merit) and virtually "the
father of molecular biology." He had been the first to identify the sequence of amino acids in a protein, pig insulin.
However, he was very kind and considerate to me and told me that the most interesting book was The Eighth Day of
Creation by H.F. Judson, who was a sort of journalist-naturalist. Indeed, it was a remarkable book, and Judson

.appears to have been the first to realize that a main feature of modern molecular biology is its specificity, its physical
and numerical exactness. That fact is an engineer's paradise, for we engineers like everything to be specific and ex
act, so no wonder | latched onto Judson's book as though it were pure gold.

My reader may well wonder why | was so impressed by discovering specificity at the heart of molecular biology, so |
will try to explain. When faced with a difficult subject, the main problem is how to avoid woolly or vague thinking. This
can be avoided only if the data we employ is specific (i.e., clear and exact, like an accurate photo). This is what | was
astonished to find at the heart of molecular biology. Not only was it all in focus as a subject, but also in terms of
mathematical precision and integer numbers. In my earlier studies, | had never hoped to have such luck. But | had
the luck, and so it was up to me to make the most of it. That | did in my book The Philosophical Scientists (1985).

God Exists! The Proof From the Quantum Argument From Design

Let me first declare my intent. It is to accept Paley's Argument From Design based upon my common sense and
instinctive judgment (and not upon any scientific point of view) and then to add to this an exact, specific, numerical
proof based strictly upon the science of molecular biology. That proof is:

(a) Development of the electron microscope has enabled us to look inside organic cells. The cells are the primary
body units, and we have seen just what they contain and how the various functions interact with each other. The
cells, formerly black boxes, became white boxes. What is transparently clear is that the bodily cells are full of
extremely complex and exact (specific) chemical functions. This complexity, to which specific numerical levels can
be attached, is far more complex and apparently "intelligent" than anything suggested by Paley related to the familiar
macroscopic world. Design is everywhere in molecular biology, and thus the need for a molecular designer--a God
who can operate at the molecular level--is clear. Thus we note an expansion of the Argument From Design into the
field of molecular biology. But can we put figures to its specificity?

‘5)) The approach to specificity in molecular biology relates to the exact sequence of amino acids in a protein, and it
as Professor Sanger who was the first to show the actual sequential order of the 20 different amino acids in the pig
insulin protein.
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This he did in 1955 and for it was awarded his first Nobel Prize three years later. It was Sanger who proved that the
sequential order of the 20 different amino acids in proteins is always the same. Whilst that is a very improbable fact,
nevertheless it is true; and thus calculations of improbability can be used as a measure of the complexity of a
protein, including the specificity in the sequential order of its amino acids.

So next | turn to my own detailed investigations as reported in my book The Philosophical Scientists (see "Proving
God Exists" in the previous issue for details), where | show that the improbability of the hemoglobin molecule
(protein) can be represented by the infinitesimal number 107654, This number is the improbability of the unique
sequence of amino acids occurring by random-chance shuffling. Since this number is virtually absolute zero, it
means that such a molecule could never happen by chance. It confirms the Argument From Design at the molecular
level, and so GOD MUST EXIST.

So in this modern, scientific age, we can improve upon and strengthen Paley's original Argument From Design by
adding studies from the microscopic field of molecular biology where, to our astonishment, we can put numerical
figures to the design argument. For that reason | add slightly to Paley's title, calling it the Quantum Argument From
Design.

The Case Against the Atheists

The above is a simple positive case that GOD Exists, based on Paley's Argument From Design and brought up to
date by the findings of molecular biology. These findings reveal zero probability of the occurrence of life by random
chance as illustrated by the specific sequence of amino acids in proteins--thus the Quantum Argument From Design.

But that positive approach needs to be supported by a corresponding negative attack against atheism, particularly as
presented by Dr. Dawkins in The Blind Watchmaker. Those views can be refuted in two ways (see the previous
sections of this article for detailed refutation):

1. The "Target Phrase" Logical Flaw Dr. Dawkins' variety of small-step evolution he calls cumulative selection is
flawed by his introduction of "target phrase" (equal to "final cause") throughout that process. Such teleological
cumulative selection is illegitimate. '

2. lrreducible Complexity The principle of irreducible complexity brought to our notice by Professor Behe in his
book Darwin's Black Box makes it clear that small-step natural selection is impossible, since the earlier steps.
in such a process must be (by definition) below the critical level as to irreducible complexity and thus are
noninheritable.

So the addition of these two antiatheistic proofs-both based upon good logic and without "belief" or "conviction"-to
the two earlier positive proofs that God exists establishes the Quantum Argument From Design.
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Fig. 1. Irreducible Complexity
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Though Dr. David Foster's diabetes now restricts him to doing little more tha.n "shuffle arouqd the house," th_e 91-
year-old mathematician, scientist, and engineer notes, "l can still ponder.” His latest po.nde.nng about thg ultimate
question has led to his eighth published book, Does God Exist? He answers that question in the affirmative, but .
hastens to add that his scientific evidence for a supreme being is based on "good logic" rather than on "speculation
or belief." Nevertheless, he found being in the same issue with Dr. Billy Graham (Nov./Dec. '99 SatEveF’ogt) a
winning combination. "The only common enemy is atheism," he says. "l would tell my readers that my behef‘ is that
of Lord Haldane: "The universe is queer/And queerer than you can imagine."

The Amino Acid Sequence of Hemoglobin

To illustrate the foregoing, let us consider hemoglobin, which is _the main protein in red blood. It is a string of 574
amino acids of the 20 varieties, and the number of each variety is as follows:

Legend for Chart:

A - Amino Acid Type . J Page 5 5F8
B - Number in Hemoglobin Cys 2

Mys
A B o -

Glu 29
Gly 36 by P

n & Asn
Ala 68 BiEs 17
ser L His 32
i 43

L Lys
Pro 25 Y
Val 56
Ile 1
Leu gg
e 14 Why Hemoglobin Content Couldn't Happen by Chance

The specificity of hemoglobin is described by the improbability of the specific amino acid sequence occurring by
random chance. Such specificity is capable of exact calculation in the permutation formula:

P= N!/n1! b n2! X n3!A._etc.
where... N is the total number of amino acids in hemoglobin (574); n,, etc., are the number of separate kinds of
amino acids; and ! means that the given separate numbers are subjected to "factorial” expansion. Thus: 5! = 5 x 4

x3x2.

In the case of hemoglobin, and substituting in the above formula the specific numerical value of the solution, P =
10554 This is an immense number, 10 multiplied by itself 654 times.

Large Numbers From Science

F{L‘DM TH % To appreciate the immensity of the value of P = 1055“, one may consider some large numbers found by science:
N O\j D£ C a) Number of seconds since life on earth began (2,500million years ago) ... 1017
A /&T/ C,L,f; b) Number of seconds since the date of the Big Bang (5,000 million years ago)... 1018

c) Number of stars in the universe... 1022
d) Number of atoms in the universe ... 1080

So we note that the permutations comprising hemoglobin improbability at 10854 are far larger than any of the
numbers encountered in science.

The Numerical Improbability (Specificity) of Hemoglobin

What we have noted above is that there are 10654 different ways of arranging the amino acids in the hemoglobin
protein in default of any specific organization program. But hemoglobin is specific in that its amino acids are only
arranged in one specific sequential series. Thus we can state that the improbability of hemoglobin occurring by
random selection can be represented by the infinitely small number 10-654, which means 10 divided by itself 654
times: as near to zero as one could consider.

Miracles and Improbability

. We have seen that the probability (specificity) of the hemoglobin molecules can be represented by the

infinitesimal expression 10954, This raises the question as to whether such very low probabilities are of a
miraculous nature when they occur in factual situations such as the protein hemoglobin—whether such extremely
improbable events are relevant to the question "Does God exist?"
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The Odds on God

Continued from preceding page
can be used as bases to build more robots to
colonize more star systems, and from there still
more automated expeditions can fan out. Through
an exponential explosion of exploration, life will
take over more and more of the universe.
Sounding sometimes like a dutiful Government
accountant for the Office of Technology Assess-
ment, Mr. Tipler estimates, in overwhelming de-
tail, that the necessary expertise (including the
ability to simulate the human brain) will be avail-
able by the middle of the next century. After that,
we will take about 600,000 years to make the Milky
Way as dense with life as the suburbs of Los
Angeles. Then it’s off to Andromeda, which can be
taken over in three million years, then to the Virgo
Cluster, which will require 70 million years to
subdue. By the time 10,000,000,000,000,000,000 (10
billion billion, or 10 to the 19th power) years have
passed, life will have seized control of the whole
universe.

ND just in the nick of time. By the time the
entire universe is colonized, Mr. Tipler
estimates, the Big Bang will be running out
of steam, and the universe will begin col-

lapsing into what is sometimes called the “Big
Crunch.” This, it might seem, would spell doom for
any kind of creature, real or artificial. But remem-
ber: life is now ubiquitous. It is no longer simply
along for the ride. Having filled every nook and
cranny of the cosmos, we can control its destiny.

The equations governing the expansion and
contraction of the universe are chaotic, Mr. Tipler
tells us, making them hypersensitive to the slight-
est nudge. Using the famous butterfly effect (a
flapping of wings in Rio sets off a hurricane in
Bangladesh), we can steer the course of the col-
lapse with strategically placed explosions. If the
universe contracts faster in some directions than in
others, the result will be a vast reservoir of poten-
tial energy (in the form of temperature differen-
tials) that can be tapped as we surf the waves of the
great implosion.

What do we use the energy for? To bring about
the Resurrection. By the time the universe is con-
tracting, Mr. Tipler calculates, it will have enough
computing power to perfectly simulate — to emu-
late — every creature that ever existed or could
conceivably exist. As the universe continues to
collapse to a final singularity of infinite density and
infinite temperature (the Omega Point, he calls it,
borrowing from the French theologian Pierre Teil-
hard de Chardin), all creatures great and small can
be brought back to life inside computers, along with
all their memories.

Even though there is a finite amount of time
until the- Omega Point — the final crunch — is
reached, enough energy can be tapped to perform
an infinite amount of information processing, Mr.
Tipler says. Viewed from outside, the universe
would seem finite in duration, but from within, the
simulated life forms would have the subjective
sense of lasting forever.

There you have it. Resurrection and life ever-
lasting. Since this bounty flows from the Omega
Point, we can think of it as God. “The Omega Point
loves us,” Mr. Tipler writes (precisely defining love

by appealing to sociobiological theories of altruism
and economic game theory). With its omnipotent

computational powers, the Omega Point will create
for each of us the best possible world. In fact, Mr.
Tipler writes, “it would be possible for each male to
be matched not merely with the most beautiful
woman in the world, not merely with the most
beautiful woman who has ever lived, but to be
matched with the most beautiful woman whose
existence is logically possible.” And vice versa.
All this would be small comfort if the author
were simply describing something that might hap-
pen if we only had the technological resolve to pull
it off. After all, Congress won't even finance the

Superconducting Supercollider, whose abandoned
tunnels are being considered for use as a commer-
cial mushroom farm. But Mr. Tipler does not sim-
ply argue that it is conceivable life could take over
the universe and bring about the Resurrection. He
says that it is inevitable.

Why? Because life must take these steps in
order to survive the Big Crunch and live forever.
O.K. But why must life survive? Here the argument
depends on Mr. Tipler’s version of the strong an-
thropic principle, which he outlined in the book he
wrote with John D. Barrow, “The Anthropic Cosmo-
logical Principle” (1986): There are an infinite
number of possible universes that can conceivably
exist, depending on how the knobs were set at the
time of the Big Bang. But while all these universes
can be said to exist logically, for them to exist
physically, Mr. Tipler argues, they must contain
observers to behold and appreciate them. Our uni-
verse obviously exists, so it must — by his defini-
tion — behave in a way that sustains life forevey.

This rather circular argument might sound
about as convincing as the attempts of medieVal
theologians to deduce the existence of God from
first principles. As a reminder that we are to take
this as science, not religion, Mr. Tipler declares
that his theory has certain testable consequences.
To allow for the kind of information processing
necessary to sustain the computational Resurrec-
tion, such hypothetical particles as the long-sought
Higgs boson and the top quark must have certain
masses. The Omega Point Theory also predicts
that the universe must be found to contain enough
mass to collapse eventually and not go on expand-
ing forever, as some cosmologists believe it will.

It’s left for Mr. Tipler’s fellow cosmologists to

evaluate these claims. To make his book as accessi-
ble as possible, he has relegated the mathematical
proofs of many of his assertions to a 123-page,
equation-filled “Appendix for Scientists.” It is here
that he shows, for example, how an infinite amount
of information can be processed in a finite amount
of time. To really appreciate this section, Mr.
Tipler concedes, one must have the equivalent of at
least three Ph.D.’s — in global general relativity,
theoretical particle physics and computer com-
plexity theory. The author has a doctorate in the
first of these fields; getting up to speed in the other
two, he says, took 15 vears. Mr. Tipler sounds like a
trustworthy sort, and we can believe that he has
done his calculations carefully. But finally we must
trust in the wisdom of the high priests.
66 HERE is nothing supernatural in the the-
ory,” he insists, “and hence there is no
appeal, anywhere, to faith.” But all of
mankind’s grand systems are ultimately
built on a platform of belief. At some point we must
stop calculating and take the Kierkegaardian leap.
Even the few who can thoroughly understand- the
equations are being asked to assume, as a ps ] ate
of the theory, that a fundamental feature i){ e
universe is the ability to sustain life foreverf t
makes Mr. Tipler so very sure? y

His book is dedicated to his wife’s grandpar-
ents, who were killed in the Holocaust. In the first
chapter he tells how a visit to a Nazi death'camp
reinforced his conviction “that there is nothing
uglier than extermination.”

For a moment the curtains are puled back and
we see what motivates this herculean effort. “We
physicists know that a beautiful postulate is more
likely to be correct than an ugly one,” he writes,
taking another leap of faith. “Why not adopt this
Postulate of Eternal Life, at least as a working
hypothesis?”

Would finding the wrong mass for the Higgs
boson or the top quark really overturn so unshak-
able a conviction? One imagines Mr. Tipler would
find a way to tweak a variable here or add a
postulate there, as he strains to find a rationale for
the one thing he, and all of us, want so desperately
to believe. O



PAUL HARVEY

Time for scientists to reconsider

OCTOBER 20— Over muchof the
world are fantastic ruins and improb-
able objects that cannot be explained by
conventional theories of archeology,
history or religion.

How could an ancient Sanskrit text
contain an account of a journey in a
spaceship with a graphic description of
the force of gravity?

What possible explanation is there
for a huge block of rock the size of a
four-story house, weighing some 20,000
tons, complete with steps, ramps and
decorations? What titanic forces could
possibly have turned it upside down?

. AND WHAT DO YOUSAY of the

stone figures with human heads on tiny
Easter Island in the South Pacific?

What would you say to the notion
that the God of creation is thus chal-
lenging us? .

For each generation, the Hand of
Divinity appears to have parted the
curtain a fraction farther on the myster-
ies of the infinite.

Or has He rather allowed us, with the
refining of our intellect, to part that
curtain for ourselves — thus to find our
way back to Him?

Professor Frank Tipler was a typical
scientist nitwit and an atheist. As a
physicist, he could not accept as fact
anything that he could not prove. But

CONSEAVATIVE CHEbp e s

whenhe began to calculate the ultimate
end of the universe — wow!

He discovered God!

Using the most advanced and so-
phisticated methods of modem phys-
ics, he proved the existence of God.

His new book is called The Physics
of Immortality. The first half of the
book is in lay language for you and me.
The second half of the book is in lan-
guage detailed and technical for the
purpose of intercepting critics among
his colleagues.

Tipler has satisfied himself that ev-
ery human being who ever lived will be
resurrected from the dead. And he says
it can be proven mathematically as
surely as we can calculate the proper-
ties of the electron.

He has new tools: Computer speeds
have increased by a factor of 1,000 over
the past 20 years. Physics is no longer
limited to the finite.

TIPLER NOTES THAT THE
mathematical techniques to analyze the
global structure of the universe did not
exist until 25 years ago. So, almost all
physicists have ignored the future of
the physical universe. The God hypoth-
esis was refuted or ignored.

There was a tacit consensus thatonly
the present and the past are real and the
future is incalculable. Tipleris not alone

in reconsidering some long-rejected
theories. Copernicus knew that he was
resurrecting a theory that had been re-
jected by astronomers for 2,000 years
when he pronounced the sun-centered
solar system.

Louis Pasteur encountered ridicule
and open hostility when he introduced
physical chemistry to medical science.

“Itis time,” says Tipler, “for scien-
tists to reconsider the God hypothesis,
to absorb theology into physics, to rec-
ognize that heaven is as real as is the
electron.”

If only as intellectual calisthenics,
The Physics of Immortality is worth
reading.

Tipler, at no small risk to his own
reputation among his peers, is daring to
say that the Omega Point Theory is a
tested, physical theory for an omnipres-
ent, omniscient, omnipotent God who
will one day resurrect every single one
of us to live forever in an abode that is,
in all essentials, the Judeo-Christian
Heaven.”

IS THE HUMAN RACE, follow-
ing a high-tech bread crumb trail, find-
ing-its way home?

PAUL HARVEY
Copyright 1994 Creators Syndicate, Inc.
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I believe in
a personal
God

East Germany
(the former DDR)
is the most
atheistic

country

on earth!

http://www.welt.de/kultur/article106207333/Der-Unglaube-im-Osten-is. ..

Gottloser Osten

ich glaube an Angaben in Prozent
einen persdnlichen

Gott Percentages
Deutschland-Ost mm 8,2

Tschechier - 16,1

Frankreich N 18,7

Schweden I 19,1

Japan B 24,0
Niederlande I 24,4

Norwegen I 25,7
Grofibritannien NN 26,9

Slowenien I 26,9

Osterreich 27,4

Déanemark I 28,2
. Australien I 28,5

Ungarn I 30,9
Deutschland-West IS 32,0
Neuseeland N 34,2

Lettland I 38,1

Spanien IR 39,1
Russland I 40,8
Schweiz I 45,0
Slowakei T TR 51,0
talien DT R 54,0
Zypern I 55,8
Portugal EEREREANLEA 58,1
Nordirand RN 59,5
Polen EEENTSEYSESER 59,6
Irland SRS 64,1
Israel RIS 60,5
UsSA NI 67,5
Chile AT 7 1.8
Philippinen Rl 91,9

The Godless East

Ich glaube nicht an
Gott und habe das
noch nie getan

RS 46,1
weEEEe 26,2
sz 19,3
Pz 18,4
™ 7,6
moE 15,3
== 15,9
= 11,2
= 10,5
= 16,7
= 9,7
= 12,6
B 49
¥ 85
= 82
¥ 36
= 64
B 36
W 86
i 1,7
i1,
125
i 2,6

0,5
11,9
1 33
i 1,2

0,6

0,1

Quelle: Tom W. Smith, NORC; Report fiir ISSP und GESIS
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I do not believe in
God and never have




MY PDesume

1. My first job was working in an Orange Juice factory, but | got canned. | couldn't
concentrate.

2. Then | worked in the woods as a Lumberjack, but | just couldn't hack it, so they gave me
the axe.

3. After that, | tried to be a Tailor, but | just wasn’t suited for it--mainly because it was a sew-
sew job.

4. Next, | tried working in a Muffler Factory, but that was too exhausting.

5. Then, | tried to be a Chef - figured it would add a little spice to my life, but | just didn't
have the thyme.

6. Next, | attempted to be a Deli Worker, but any way I sliced it | couldn't cut the mustard.
7. My best job was a Musician, but eventually | found | wasn't noteworthy.
8. I studied a long time to become a Doctor, but | didn't have any patience.
9. Next, was a job in a Shoe Factory. | tried but | just didn't fit in.
10. | became a Professional Fisherman, but discovered that | couldn't live on my net income.

11. I managed to get a good job working for a Pool Maintenance Company, but the work was
just too draining.

12. So then | got a job in a Workout Center, but they said | wasn't fit for the job.

13. After many years of trying to find steady work, | finally got a job as a Historian--until |
realized there was no future in it.

14. My last job was working in Starbucks, but | had to quit because it was always the same
old grind.

15. SO, | TRIED RETIREMENT AND FOUND THAT I'M PERFECT FOR THE JOB!
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Joblessbachelor
becomes ‘God’

FRESNO, Calif. (UPI) —
+*God’’ is a 42-year-old
unemployed bachelor - who
believes he will be a successful
writer and part of a “‘new age."”

His name was Terrill C.
Williams, but it was legally
changed to ““God’’ Tuesday in a
decree signed by Superior
Court Judge Charles Hamilin.

The former broadcaster ex-
plained he sought the name
change because of a vision.

“It was like being hit by a

_bolt of lightning,”” he said. “It

was a force that knocked me
down and, while I was lying on
the floor, I was instructed by
three individuals that we were
approaching a new age. By 1982
a new age would start unfolding
and I was told I was going to be

" Writer Terrill C. Williams
(above), 42, has had his name

legally changed to “God.” (UPI
-photo)

part of that new age, that
someday I would be called upon
to change my name to God.”

This occurred, he said, six
years ago.

“*As a writer I was convinced
that words are man’s most
powerful tool and by changing
my name to God I am
demonstrating the power of
God,” he said.

But it wasn’t easy for
Williams to become *“God.”

“I couldn’t get a lawyer
anywhere to handle the court
petition because they said no
judge would sign it,”’ he said.
“Then I had to give up my jcb
last month because I could see
that my superiors were un-
comiortable with the idea.”

However, he said he did it
with his eyes open.

“I realized what I was doing
and the only real flak I have
received about the name
change is from a few people
who think I broke the Second
Commandment by taking the
Lord’s name in vain,’”’ he said.
“But I'm not doing that, I'm
praising the Lord by taking His

name."”’



Process Theology

God’s Power
QOver Bvil
Questioned

‘By JOHN DART,

Times Religion Writer

The question has vexed Western
religious tradition for centuries: If
God is ali-powerful and all-good,
why does evil exist?

Devastating storms, sudden ill-
nesses, murderous assaults and ma-
jor airplane crashes can render the
philosophical question an agoni-
zingly personal one. :

“No question  in counseling is
more difficult, and it is recurrent,”
says one specialist in pastoral theol-
ogy. ¢ 3

. The problem of so much evil in

“the world today and no apparent re-
sponse by God is considered to be
especially pertinent in the United
States, where public opinion sur-
veys show that more than 90% of
the people believe in God.

Prolonged Suffering

But is belief in the all-knowing
God rational in the light of pro-
longed human sufferings and mas-
sive killings such as the recent mas-
sacre of Palestinian refugees in Le-
banon? The so-called silence of God
during the , Nazi-era Holocaust,
some theologians say, still chal-
lenges either the goodness or the
omnipotence of God.

Indeed, it is the vaunted power of
God that is being questioned today
by a growing, influential minority o
religious thinkers. . )

Los Angeles Times, October 19, 1982

A “solution” to the problem of
evil, they say, is to perceive God as
entirely loving but lacking in might
by popular standards for divinity.

Such a view fits the evidence

_presented by life experiences, says
_ this emerging school of thought—

called process theology.

- .. At stake is the credibility of con-

ventional faith “in a world that has
grown weary; of the defenders of
(classical) theism,” says a leading
process theologian, John Cobb of .

.the School of Theology at Clare-

ment. “One reason _pafit’s have
turned to psychology forhelp. . .is
that most theologians have given
them no help,” Cobb said.

Rabbi Writes Book

The serious discussion of this new
approach to the problem of evil
might have remained confined to
colleges, seminaries and clergy
cconferences except that a rabbi who
espouses a limited God wrote a book
last year that has been on the best-
seller lists since March. “When Bad
Things Happen to Good People,” by
Harold S. Kushner, has, sold nearly
350,000 copies, says the publisher,
Schocken Books. )

Kushner, rabbi of a congregation
in Natick, Mass., wrote the book af-
ter the death of his son at age 14 of
progeria, the “rapid-aging” disease.

“I1 can worship a God who hates
suffering. but cannot eliminate it,”
Kushner wrote, “more easily than I
can worship a God Who chooses to
ﬂmgjiﬂﬁ,!szgnd_‘die-"

ushner’s standpoint is coin-
cidentally similar to that of process
thegleg:, though Kushner said he
was unaware of his book’s parallels
toit.

Process theology—so named be-
cause its advocates say that “be-
coming” is more important than
“being” —was devised in the 1920s
by mathematician Alfred North
Whitehead. Many religious implica-
ticns were developed in ensuing |
years by Charles Hartshorne. One
of Hartshorne’s students was John
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Question

I have heard that Billy Graham has stated something to the effect that a person did not have to believe or
even know the name of Jesus Christ to be saved, for if all they had available to them was the Muslim
religion or Hinduism, or Buddhism and believed with all their heart that it was true, then God would save
them without their knowing anything about Christ--not even His name. Is this true?

Answer

Sadly, this appears to be very true. I believe what you heard has been the result of a TV interview of Billy
Graham by Robert Schuller. Here is an article with the transcript of the interview. By the way, in a recent tape
by John MacArthur, of Grace Community Church, he contacted the Billy Graham Association and they
confirmed that Billy Graham has "always believed what he revealed in the interview."

Billy Graham Believes Catholic Doctrine of Salvation Without Bible, Gospel, or Name of
Christ

by Robert E. Kofahl, Ph.D

Television interview of Billy Graham by Robert Schuller. Part 1, an approximately 7-minute-long broadcast in

Southern California on Saturday, May 31, 1997. The following is an exact transcript* of an excerpt close to
the end of this broadcast.

Schuller: Tell me, what do you think is the future of Christianity?

Graham: Well, Christianity and being a true believer--you know, I think there's the Body
of Christ. This comes from all the Christian groups around the world, outside
the Christian groups. I think everybody that loves Christ, or knows Christ,
whether they're conscious of it or not, they're members of the Body of Christ.
And I don't think that we're going to see a great sweeping revival, that will turn
the whole world to Christ at any time. I think James answered that, the Apostle
James in the first council in Jerusalem, when he said that God's purpose for this
age is to call out a people for His name. And that's what God is doing today,
He's calling people out of the world for His name, whether they come from the
Muslim world, or the Buddhist world, or the Christian world or the non-
believing world, they are members of the Body of Christ because they've been
called by God. They may not even know the name of Jesus but they know in
their hearts that they need something that they don't have, and they turn to the

only light that they have, and I think that they are saved, and that they're going
to be with us in heaven.

Schuller: What, what I hear you saying that it's possible for Jesus Christ to come into
human hearts and soul and life, even if they've been born in darkness and have

never had exposure to the Bible. Is that a correct interpretation of what you're
saying?

Graham: Yes, it is, because I believe that. I've met people in various parts of the world in
tribal situations, that they have never seen a Bible or heard about a Bible, and
never heard of Jesus, but they've believed in their hearts that there was a God,

and they've tried to live a life that was quite apart from the surrounding
community in which they lived.



Schuller: [R. S. trips over his tongue for a moment, his face beaming, then says] I'm so
thrilled to hear you say this. There's a wideness in God's mercy.

Graham: There is. There definitely is.

Television interview of Dr. Graham by Dr. Schuller continued: Part I was broadcast on Sunday, June 8. The
Jollowing is an accurate transcription of a segment.*

Schuller: You knew ... Fulton Sheen. You knew these men. Your comments on both of
these men [Fulton Sheen and Norman V. Peale].

Graham: The primary way of communicating is to live the life, let people see that you're
living what you proclaim.... [comments on his friendship and conversations
with Fulton Sheen] I lost a very dear friend, and since that time, the whole
relationship between me and my work, and you and your work, and the Roman
Catholic Church has changed. They open their arms to welcome us and we
have the support of the Catholic Church almost everywhere we go. And I think
that we must come to the place where we keep our eyes on Jesus Christ, not on
what denomination or what church or what group we belong to.

Some historical background for understanding Billy Graham's shocking profession of Roman Catholic Style
Universalism in 1997:

Billy Graham's first great city-wide evangelistic campaign was held in Los Angeles in 1949. At that time he
made a public promise that he would never have any theological modernists (theological liberals) on his
platform. Dr. Graham's first evangelistic campaign in England was held in the summer of 1954. On that tour he
was accompanied by Dr. John Sutherland Bonnell, the pastor of the First Presbyterian Church in New York City.
Dr. Bonnell was also the president of the Ministerial Association of New York City, which was dominated by
modernist ministers and churches. On Dr. Graham's British tour Bonnell was working to persuade him to hold a
campaign in New York in 1956 under the auspices of the liberal Ministerial Association. During that time a
group of Bible-believing pastors and laymen sent Dr. Graham in England a telegram asking him to hold an
evangelistic series in New York City sponsored by "a committee of twice-born men."

On his return to the States Dr. Graham announced that he would come to New York in 1956 sponsored by the
Ministerial Association of New York City. The committee of Bible-believing men sent a delegation to Dr.
Graham begging him not to confuse the line between the gospel of grace and the false gospel of the modernist
churches represented in the Ministerial Association. Graham turned a deaf ear to them, and came to New York
with the requirement that all churches should be invited to participate in the campaign. In that campaign, the
Billy Graham Association trained counselors sent from all sorts of churches, including the Roman Catholic
Church. The policy was established of directing each inquirer during the campaign to his or her home church.
Some Protestants were sent to modernist churches. Roman Catholics were directed back to the priest of the

Roman church nearest to their home address. This policy of cooperation with the Roman Church continues to
this day.

Dr. Graham has received honors from Roman Catholic circles, including an honorary degree from a Catholic
college. In his last campaign in the British Isles, two leading prelates in the Roman Catholic Church in England
sent out pastoral letters encouraging Catholics to attend the Graham meetings. One of these prelates explained to
his parishioners that "Billy Graham knows our limits." That is, the Roman Church can count on him not to touch
on any theological doctrines that contradict official Romanist teachings. Thus Dr. Graham will not explain that a
sinner trusting in the Lord Jesus Christ for forgiveness of sins and eternal life must give up any trust he might
have in any other object of faith; that he or she must trust in the Person, Jesus Christ, and Him alone, not trusting
in Mary or saints, rejecting any trust in the sinner's good works or religious observances, relying totally on His
perfect work of redemption, a substitutionary atonement on the cross, taking the sinner's place under the
judgment of God and receiving in His body the total punishment for sin that the sinner deserves, and through



repentance and faith receive the perfect righteousness of Christ, imputed by God to the believer, that makes the
sinner forever acceptable to a holy God, and immediately a possessor of the gift of eternal life that cannot be
forfeited or lost, kept by the power of God throughout all cternity. If Billy Graham were to preach this biblical
and complete doctrine of salvation, he would at once lose the support of the Roman Catholic leaders. Multitudes
of Roman Catholics would be warned and frightened from attending Billy Graham meetings.

The doctrine that Dr. Graham expressed to Dr. Schuller is exactly what the Pope and the Ecumenical Institute in
Rome have been teaching for years. This is the idea that any pagan, practicing idolatrous worship, having no
slightest knowledge of the Bible, the gospel of grace, or the Person and name and redeeming work of Jesus
Christ-if he is a "good person" and if he is sincere in whatever he may believe-is automatically "redeemed by the
blood of Christ." This false doctrine of salvation was clearly and explicitly asserted and defended in debate
about four years ago on radio stations KABC and KBRT by Father Vivian Benlima, then Director of the Office
for Ecumenical and Interdenominational Affairs of the Archdiocese of Los Angeles, who just returned from a
year's study at the Ecumenical Institute. It is the official teaching of the Roman Church.

The Billy Graham Evangelistic Association was the primary force for the founding of the Lausanne World
Evangelism Conferences back in the 1980s. Especially in recent years these conferences have called on all
churches, including the modernist ecumenical churches of the World Council of Churches and the Roman
Catholic Church to cooperate with the evangelical churches in evangelizing the world for Christ. At Amsterdam
'86, billed as a "school for evangelists" and sponsored by the Billy Graham Evangelistic Association, Graham
revealed his ecumenical, inclusivist approach to worldwide evangelism. In the final press conference, Dr.
Graham was asked by Dennis Costella, a news correspondent for Foundation magazine, how he could justify
this melding together of such a disparate crowd of theologically disunited religious groups. Dr. Graham
responded, "Evangelism is about the only word we can unite on. ... Our methods would be different and there
would be debates over even the message sometimes, but there is no debate over the fact that we need to
evangelize. ... I think there is an ecumenicity here that cannot [be gotten] under any other umbrella." Therefore,

he averred, all the churches must be willing to disagree even on the question of what the Christian message to
the world is.

More recently, in the spring of 1994, a group of both evangelical and Roman Catholic leaders signed a document
called "Evangelicals and Catholics Together" (ECT). This document asserts that there is one Church (including
both Protestant and Roman churches), that, therefore, they must work together in evangelizing the world for
Christ, and agree that there will be no sheep-stealing, that is, proselytizing of members of one church to depart

and join another church. ECT dismayed multitudes of Christians and elicited vigorous criticism from many
Christian circles.

There can be little question that Dr. Billy Graham during almost forty years laid the major foundation for ECT.
Where will the Billy Graham Evangelistic Association go in the future? Will the leadership that succeeds the
founder continue down the same perilous path of compromising and diluting biblical truth until we arrive at total
syncretism and universalism? May God forbid and warn His people!

* Robert E. Kofahl, Ph.D., and the Rev. Harold L. Webb certify the accuracy of the transcripts from Parts T and
II, respectively, of the televised interview of Dr. Billy Graham by Dr. Robert Schuller.

Regardless of whether or not Billy Graham actually meant what he said to Robert Schuller, one thing is certain:
the church must be absolutely clear about what it means to be saved. There is no room for compromise on the
exclusivity of the gospel, for Jesus is indeed the only name under heaven by which a man can be saved (Acts
4:12). While our merciful God is eager to forgive any and all who repent and believe in Christ, those who either
reject or have never heard of the Son of God remain in darkness and in need of a gospel that calls them to enter
through a narrow gate. It is up to the church to bring them this message.

?gly %?I?;?;a - \ 356 million Buddhists worldwide
e

Bi) x 119 800 million Hindus worldwide
Columbus, New Jersey, USA, 08022 1 billion Catholics worldwide

Our websites: www.biblebb.com and www.gospelgems.com 1.2 billion Muslims worldwide



11

‘ THE PERFECTIONS OF THE PERSON OF GOD: His Admirable Attributes
1A. The derivation of the attributes of God:

The God of the Bible is described in a multiplicity of ways, allowing man to form
at least a partial composite picture of the infinite divine being. While the
discussion at hand relates primarily to the first person of the Godhead, any of the
perfections characterize the Son and the Spirit as well.

The passage of 1 Timothy 1:15-17 affdrds a classic case study of the
enumeration and exaltation of the attributes of God. The Scriptures are replete
with specific references to God’s superlative attributes.

1 TIMOTHY 1:15-17

This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus
came into the world to save sinners; of whom | am chief.

Howbeit for this cause | obtained mercy, that in me first Jesus Christ might
shew forth all longsuffering, for a pattern to them which should hereafter
believe on him to life everlasting. vv. 15-16

‘ Now unto the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only wise God
be honour and glory for ever and ever. Amen. v. 17

UNDESERVED ACCEPTANCE

IMMORTAL
UNEQUALED
ETERNAL KING ATTRIBUTES
INVISIBLE
~ HONOR
UNENDING
ONLY WISE GOD ACCLAIM
GLORY

‘ UNEQUIVOCAL ASSERTION v. 17b

MKober
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‘ 2A. The Classification of the Attributes:
1b.  Incommunicable and communicable
2b.  Absolute and relative
3b.  Constitutional and personal

4b. Natural and moral God is a spirit, and they that worship him

must worship him in spirit and in truth.
JN 4:24

DENNIS THE MENACE COMMUNICABLLE

ATIRIBUTES OF CHIARACTER

“How can you draw @ “They will now."
picture of God? Nobody
knows what he looks like.”

PS.v0:1-2

ATTRIBUTES OF BEING \< A

IN COMMUNICABLE
3A. The Descriptions of the Attributes:
1b.  Aftributes of being (incommunicable attributes): Since God is completely

distinct from His creatures, these attributes are those which can never be
possessed by a created being, no matter how exalted.

‘ 1c.  Simplicity



2c.

3c.

4c.
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1d.  Meaning: God is not compounded.

2d.  Proof:
Jn. 4:24 God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must worship him in
spirit and in truth.

3d. Relevance:

Unity:

1d.  Meaning: Oneness.

2d.  Proof: ;
Deut. 6:4 Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God is one LORD.

3d. Relevance:

Infinity:

1d.  Meaning: God is wholly without limits except those which
are self-imposed.

2d.  Proof: ‘
1 Kings 8:27 But will God indeed dwell on the earth? behold, the
heaven and heaven of heavens cannot contain thee; how much less this
house that | have builded?
Acts 17:28 For in him we live, and move, and have our being; as
certain also of your own poets have said, For we are also his offspring.

3d. Relevance:

Eternity

1d. Meaning: God exists in one indivisible present, elevated
above temporal limits.

2d. Proof:

Psalm 90:1-2 LORD, thou hast been our dwelling place in all
generations. Before the mountains were brought forth, or ever thou hadst
formed the earth and the world, even from everlasting to everlasting,
thou art God.

Isaiah 57:15 For thus saith the high and lofty One that inhabiteth
eternity, whose name is Holy; | dwell in the high and holy place, with him
also that is of a contrite and humble spirit, to revive the spirit of the
humble, and to revive the heart of the contrite ones.

3d. Relevance:



5c.

Every good gift and every
perfect gift 1s from above,
cometh down from the Father of
lights, with whom is no variable-
ness, neither shadow of turning.
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immutability:

1d.

2d.

3d.

4d.

Meéning: “that perfection of God by which He is devoid of all
change, not only in His being, but also in His perfections,
and in His purposes and promises.”

Proof:
Malachi 3:6 For | am the LORD, | change not; therefore ye sons of
Jacob are not consumed.

James 1:17 Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and
cometh down from the Father of lights, with whom is no variableness,
neither shadow of turning.

Problem: Apparent changes in God.

1 Sam. 15:10-11 Then came the word of the LORD unto Samuel,
saying, It repenteth me that | have set up Saul to be king: for he is turned
back from following me, and hath not performed my commandments.
And it grieved Samuel; and he cried unto the LORD all night.

Genesis 6:6 And it repented the LORD that he had made man on the
earth, and it grieved him at his heart.

Jonah 3:10 And God saw their works, that they turned from their evil
way; and God repented of the evil, that he had said that he would do

“unto them; and he did it not.

Relevance:
1e. He gives only good and perfect gifts.

2e. His counsels stand forever.

Psalm 33:11-12 The counsel of the LORD standeth for ever,
the thoughts of his heart to all generations. Blessed is the nation
whose God is the LORD: and the people whom he hath chosen
for his own inheritance.

James 1:17 Every good gift and every perfect gift is from
above, and cometh down from the Father of lights, with whom is
no variableness, neither shadow of turning.

3e. His promises will be fulfilled.
2 Tim. 2:13 If we believe not, yet he abideth faithful: he cannot
deny himself.

4e.  His covenant will be securely kept.

Malachi 3:6 For { am the LORD, | change not; therefore ye
sons of Jacob are not consumed.
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5e. He will never condone sin.
6e. He will never be coaxed or lowered to man’s level.
7e.  He will never be unholy or unloving.

6C. Omnipresence:

1d. Meaning: “that perfection of God by which He transcends all
spatial limitations and yet is present in every point of space
with His whole being.”

Heaven and Earth in the Light of Scripture.
The Heavens and the Earth

I.KINGs 8.27.
2COR.12.2

HEB. 4.14. THE THIRD
OR

HEB.9. 24 v 28.

HEAVEN oF HEAVENS

THE SECONj

GEN.22.17.
PSALM B. 3.
PSALM 19.1 .
JOEL 2.10.

Henry Clark
The Faith and The Book
London: Charles J. Thynne, 1920

2d. Proof:

Psalm 139:7-10 Whither shall | go from thy spirit? or whither shall |
flee from thy presence? If | ascend up into heaven, thou art there: if |
make my bed in hell, behold, thou art there. If | take the wings of the
morning, and dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea; Even there shall thy
hand lead me, and thy right hand shall hold me.

Acts 17:27-28 That they should seek the Lord, if haply they might feel
after him, and find him, though he be not far from every one of us: For in
him we live, and move, and have our being; as certain also of your own
poets have said, For we are also his offspring.
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1 Kings 8:27 But will God indeed dwell on the earth? behold, the
heaven and heaven of heavens cannot contain thee; how much less this
house that | have builded?

--the place where God primarily manifests Himself is known

as His resident locality.
--there are varying degrees of His presence.

3d. Relevance:

TIME WILL NOTAPPROVE NONSEXSUBSTITUTES

THE SON (ROT "CHILD" R “OFF52EIMG )
TAUGHT U5 70 a4V

W"FB?HER

WHO 4?/’ N HEAVEA

GEN.26:15 [P4LT3:23
-~ PRO.15:3 IJEX 7324

ACTS17:2T ROM.8:38, 3
! 5

WHO 487 N //[-ZIQEA/

FRTHER S

_/'l///ﬂ JF/’ W //[AV[A/

7c. Sovereignty:

1d.  Meaning: Two ideas are involved in sovereinty: (1) God is
the ultimate ruler who is in control of everything (2) He is
number one in position and power.

2d.  Proof:
Daniel 4:35 And all the inhabitants of the earth are reputed as
nothing: and he doeth according to his will in the army of heaven,
and among the inhabitants of the earth: and none can stay his
hand, or say unto him, What doest thou?

Rom. 9:15 For he saith to Moses, | will have mercy on whom | will
have mercy, and | will have compassion on whom | will have
compassion.

3d. Relevance:
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‘ 2b.  Attributes of character (communicable attributes):
1c.  Omniscience:

1d.  Meaning: God knows all things actual and possible. He
knows everything equally well and without effort.

2d.  Proof:
Prov. 15:3 The eyes of the LORD are in every place, beholding the
evil and the good.

Psalm 147:4 He telleth the number of the stars; he calleth them all by
their names.

Mt. 10:27 What I tell you in darkness, that speak ye in light: and what
ye hear in the ear, that preach ye upon the housetops.

Mt. 10:30 But the very hairs of your head are all numbered.

Great is our Lord, and of great
e S e Mt. 11:21 Woe unto thee, Chorazin! woe unto thee, Bethsaidal! for if

finice. BAALM 1132 the mighty works, which were done in you, had been done in Tyre and
Sidon, they would have repented long ago in sackcloth and ashes.

(cf. Mt. 10:15)

3d.  Relevance:
1e.  Eternal security:
2e. Human tragedy:
3e.  Christian life:

2c. Holiness:

1d. Meaning: The absence of evil and the possession of
positive righteousness as measured by God.

2d. Proof:
Isaiah 6:3 And one cried unto another, and said, Holy, holy, holy, is the
LORD of hosts: the whole earth is full of his glory. '

1 Pet. 1:15-16 But as he which hath called you is holy, so be ye holy
in all manner of conversation; Because it is written, Be ye holy; for | am
holy. ’

1 Jn. 1:5 This then is the message which we have heard of him, and
declare unto you, that God is light, and in him is no darkness at all.



“HOLY, HOLY, HOLY LORD.?

FATHER, glorious with all splendor,
But with holiness most bright !
Son, in whom all sweet and tender
Dwelt on earth that blessed light !
Spirit, through whose grace the sweetness
Into sinful souls is poured!
In this strain what mighty meetness,
“Holy, holy, holy Lord !”

Holy One, who sin abhorrest,
Awful sin-consuming flame !
Holy One, our sin who borest,
Through our sin whose passion came'
Holy One, who takest sorrow
When we touch the thing abhorred !
Dare our lips this dread strain borrow,
“Holy, holy, holy Lord ” ?

Father, thine own Son who gavest
For the overthrow of sin!
Lamb of God, who sinners savest,
Through whose blood our peace we win !
Dove divine, who yearnest ever
Till our sin-bound souls have soared
Give us grace this strain to endeavor,
“ Holy, holy, holy Lord !”

Father, thine elect who lovest
With an everlasting love !
Saviour, who the bar removest

From the holy home above !

18

WHY HOLINESS IS GOD’S MAIN ATTRIBUTE

1. ITIS THE ATTRIBUTE

BY THE
ANGELS.

2. IT IS THE ATTRIBUTE TO BE

BY MAN.
(LEV. 11:45-46)
3. IT IS THE ATTRIBUTE
BY
MORTALS
(EX. 15:11)
4. IT IS THE ATTRIBUTE
IN THE
MILLENNIUM.

Spirit, daily meetness bringing
For the glory there upstored !

List to thy glad people singing,
“ Holy, holy, holy Lord !”

In this strain what fulness dwelleth !
How it makes the Godhead known !

Of thy deepest deep it telleth,
Everlasting Three in One !

Fullest praise thy saints thus bring thee,
Meetliest thus art thou adored;

This the song they ever sing thee,
“ Holy, holy, holy Lord !”

Lord! with sin-bound souls thou bearest,
Struggling towards this strain divine ;
Glad on mortal lips thou hearest
That thrice-awful name of thine.
But thou listenest, oh, how sweetly !
When from holy lips outpoured
Rings through heaven this strain full meetly,
*“ Holy, holy, holy Lord !’

Shall we, Lord. meet voices never
Bring to that eternal hymn ?
Hallow us to help the endeavor
Of thy pure-lipped seraphim !
Hark ! their own high strain we bring thee ;
Listen to the full accord !
Sweet the song we ever sing thee,
« Holy, holy, holy Lord !’

Tuomas HorNBLOWER GILL.

1860.
P

ISAIAH 6:2-3

Above it stood the seraphims: each one had s
wings; with twain he covered his face, and wit
twain he covered his feet, and with twain he dj
fly. 3 And one cried unto another, and said, Holy
holy, holy, is the LORD of hosts: the whole eart
is full of his glory.

1 PETER 1:15-16

But as he which hath called you is holy, so be ye
holy in all manner of conversation; 16 Because it
is written, Be ye holy; for | am holy.

1 SAMUEL 2:2

There is none holy as the LORD: for there is
none beside thee: neither is there any rock like
our God.

ZECHARIAH 14:20-21

In that day shall there be upon the bells of the
horses, HOLINESS UNTO THE LORD; and the
pots in the LORD'S house shall be like the
bowls before the altar. 14 Yea, every pot in
Jerusalem and in Judah shall be holiness unto
the LORD of hosts: and all they that sacrifice
shall come and take of them, and seethe
therein: and in that day there shall be no more
the Canaanite in the house of the LORD of

hosts.
X\
Manfred E. Kober, Th.D. @
| E——




WHY HOLINESS IS GOD’S MAIN ATTRIBUTE

1. IT IS THE ATTRIBUTE

RECOGNIZED

BY THE
ANGELS.

2. IT IS THE ATTRIBUTE TO BE

REFLECTED Sk

(LEV. 11:45-46)

. 3. IT IS THE ATTRIBUTE

REVERED i

MORTALS
(EX. 15:11)
4. IT IS THE ATTRIBUTE
RADIATED S
MILLENNIUM.

ISAIAH 6:2-3

Above it stood the seraphims: each one had six
wings; with twain he covered his face, and with
twain he covered his feet, and with twain he did
fly. 3 And one cried unto another, and said, Holy,
holy, holy, is the LORD of hosts: the whole earth
is full of his glory.

1 PETER 1:15-16

But as he which hath called you is holy, so be ye
holy in all manner of conversation; 16 Because it
is written, Be ye holy; for | am holy.

1 SAMUEL 2:2

There is none holy as the LORD: for there is
none beside thee: neither is there any rock like
our God.

ZECHARIAH 14:20-21

In that day shall there be upon the bells of the
horses, HOLINESS UNTO THE LORD; and the
pots in the LORD'S house shall be like the
bowls before the altar. 14 Yea, every pot in
Jerusalem and in Judah shall be holiness unto
the LORD of hosts: and all they that sacrifice
shall come and take of them, and seethe
therein: and in that day there shall be no more
the Canaanite in the house of the LORD of
hosts.

[

Manfred E. Kober, Th.D.

[ ]




3c.

4c.

3d.
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Relevance: Holiness is God’s main attribute.

God’s holiness is the attribute (a) recognized by the angels
(Is. 6:1-3), (b) to be reflected by man (Lev. 11:45-46; 1 Pet.
1:15), (c) revered by mortals (Ex. 15:11; 1 Sam 2:2) and (d)
radiated in the Millennium (Zech. 14:20-21).

Justice or righteousness:

1d.

2d.

3d.

Love:

1d.

2d.

3d.

Meaning: Moral equity or no respect of persons in His
dealings with men.

Proof:
Psalm 19:9 The fear of the LORD is clean, enduring for ever: the
judgments of the LORD are true and righteous altogether.

Psalm 145:17 The LORD is righteous in all his ways, and holy in all
his works.

Relevance:

1e. In connection with judgment:
--a comfort to those who have been wronged.
--a warning to those who think they are getting away
with their sins. ,

2e. In connection with salvation:
God can be righteous because Christ paid the price

for sins.

Meaning: “that which seeks the highest good in the object
loved, which is the will of God.” '

Proof:
1 Jn. 4:8 He that loveth not knoweth not God: for God is love.

Relevance:
God’s love includes, among other things, His mercy and

grace.



LOVE IS MANIFESTED IN GOD'S 20

MERCY

GOD DOESN’'T GIVE US WHAT WE DESERVE

Man is pitiable: and thus in need of help

GRACE

GOD GIVES US WHAT WE DON'T DESERVE

5c.

6c¢.

Man is guilty: and thus in need of forgiveness

God’s unmerited
illmerited
unmeritable favor

Truth:
1d.  Meaning: God is consistent with Himself and conforms
exactly to the highest possible ideal of what God ought to be.
2d.  Proof:
Jn. 14:6 Jesus saith unto him, | am the way, the truth, and the life: no
man cometh unto the Father, but by me.
Rom. 3:4 God forbid: yea, let God be true, but every man a liar; as it is
written, That thou mightest be justified in thy sayings, and mightest
overcome when thou art judged.
Jn. 17:3 And this is life eternal, that they might know thee the only true
God, and Jesus Christ, who thou hast sent.
3d. Relevance:
2 Cor. 1:20 For all the promises of God in him are yea, and in him
Amen, unto the glory of God by us.
His promises can never be doubted.
2 Tim. 3:16 Al scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable
for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness:
Freedom:
1d.  Meaning: God is independent of all outside constraints and
controls all of His creatures.
2d.  Proof:

Is. 40: 13-14 Who hath directed the Spirit of the LORD, or being his
counseller hath taught him? With whom took he counsel, and who
instructed him, and taught him in the path of judgment, and taught him
knowledge, and shewed to him the way of understanding?

Rom. 9:15 For he saith to Moses, | will have mercy on whom | will
have mercy, and | will have compassion on whom | will have
compassion.



3d.

o Omnip

1d.

2d.
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Relevance: As far as God’s person is concerned, He is not
obligated to do anything. What He did, He did out of love,
not obligation.

otence:
Meaning: God is all-powerful.

Proof:

Jer. 32:17 Ah Lord GOD! behold, thou hast made the heaven and the
earth by thy great power and stretched out arm, and there is nothing too
hard for thee:

Mt. 19:26 But Jesus beheld them, and said unto them, With men this is
impossible; but with God all things are possible.

Is. 40:28 Hast thou not known? hast thou not heard, that the
everlasting God, the LORD, the Creator of the ehds of the earth, fainteth
not, neither is weary? there is no searching of his understanding.

DIVINE CREATION VS. GODLESS EVOLUTION

L
ISA. 40:26 i A
Lift up your eyes on high, and
behold who hath created these
things, that bringeth out their
host by number: he calleth them
all by names by the greatness of
his might, for t{lal he is strong in
power; not one faileth.

3d.

¥ "GOD TELLS THE NUMBER OF THE STARS; HE CALLS THEM s
% ALL BY THEIR NAMES. GREAT 15 OUR LORD, ANDOF GREAT B
i POWER :HKI5 UNDERSTANDING 15 INFINITE. 724 /4745 i
Bi ASTRONOMERS NOW BELIEVE THERE ARE Z00 BILLION B
B BILLION GALAXIES OF STARS ((ONE GALAXY 15 A LARGE S
B SYSTEM OF STARS 2

Relevance:

1e. God cannot do certain things:

Hab. 1:13 Thou art of purer eyes than to behold evil, and canst
not look on iniquity: wherefore lookest thou upon them that deal
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treacherously, and holdest thy tongue when the wicked
devoureth the man that is more righteous than he?

Heb. 6:18 That by two immutable things, in which it was
impossible for God to lie, we might have a strong consolation,
who have fled for refuge to lay hold upon the hope set before us:

2 Tim. 2:13 If we believe not, yet he abideth faithful: he cannot
deny himself.

James 1:13 Let no man say when he is tempted, | am tempted
of God: for God cannot be tempted with evil, neither tempteth he
any man:

2e. (God is almighty in every area:

Rom. 1:16 For | am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it
is the power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth; to
the Jew first, and also to the Greek.

1 Pt. 1:5 Who are kept by the power of God through faith unto
salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.

Gen. 1:1 In the beginning God created the heaven and the
earth.

Heb. 1:3 Who being the brightness of his glory, and the
express image of his person, and upholding all things by the
word of his power, when he had by himself purged our sins, sat
down on the right hand of the Majesty on high;

Over all things, all things under,
Touching all, from all asunder;
Centre thou, but not intruded,
Compassing, and yet included ;
Over all, and not ascending,
Under all, but not dependiAng;
Over all, the world ordaining,
Under all, the world sustaining ;
All without, in all surrounding,
All within, in grace abounding ;
Inmost, yet not comprehended,
Outer still, and not extended ;
Over, yet on nothing founded,

T Under, but by space unbounded ;
TO THE EVERLASTING FATHER. Ommnipresent, yet indwelling,
Self-impelled, the world impelling ;
* Alpha et Omega; Magne Deus 1 Force, nor fate’s predestination
Hildebert, archbishop of Tours, was born at Lavardin, SWZlyS thee to one alteration ;
France, in rosz, and died at Tours, December 18, r134. Ours to-day, lh)'self forever,
FIrsT and last of faith’s receiving, Still commencing, ending never;
Source and sea of man’s believing, Past with thee is time’s beginning,
God, whose might is all-potential, Present all its future winning:
God, whose truth is truth’s essential, With thy counsel’s first ordaining
Good supreme in thy subsisting, Comes thy counsel’s last attaining ;
Good in all thy seen existing ; One the light’s first radiance darting

And the elements’ departing.

Translated from the Latin of HiLpEBErRT DE LAVARDIN,
by HErBERT KvyNASTON.

RSy —




THE SO-CALLED LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father which art in Father Children
heaven,
Hallowed be thy name.

Holy One Sinful ones

Thy kingdom come. Ruler Subjects

Thy will be done in Sovereign Slaves/Servants
earth, as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our
daily bread.

And forgive us our
debts, as we forgive . . .
And lead us not into
temptation,

but deliver us from
evil:

For thine is the
kingdom, & the power

And the glory,

Giver Recipients

Forgiver Guilty Ones

Irreproachable Frail

Deliverer Suffering/Needy

Powerful Weak

Glorious One Humiliated

for ever. Amen. Eternal Temporal

MANFRED E. KOBER, Th.D. 3/12/18
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THE PROMINENCE OF THE NAMES OF GOD: His Defining Designations

The Significance of Personal Names:

The name is an expression of the nature of the person designated. Each divine
name reveals certain aspects concerning the nature or character of God.

Jn. 17:6 | have manifested thy name unto the men which thou gavest me out of the world: thine
they were, and thou gavest them me; and they have kept thy word.

In many instances of the Old Testament, no specific name of God is employed
but the name of God is used. Abraham called on the name of the Lord (Gen.
12:8; 13:4). The Lord proclaimed His own name before Moses (Ex. 39:19; 34:5).
The name of the Lord was not to be taken in vain (Ex. 20:7; Deut. 5:11).

Primary Old Testament Names:

1b.  El, Elohim, Elyon: 5 hx. D g l'j.,: N

L X 2]
® o

1c.  Frequency: Approximately 2,310 times. In Gen. 1 32 times.
2c.  Meaning: elevation, power, “strong one”

3c. Usage:

1d.  Used both of heathen gods and the true God.

Gen. 31:30 And now, though thou wouldest needs be gone, because
thou sore longedst after thy father's house, yet wherefore hast thou
stolen my gods?

Ex. 12:12 For | will pass through the land of Egypt this night, and will
smite all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, both man and beast; and
against all the gods of Egypt | will execute judgment: | am the LORD.

Deut. 10:17 For the LORD your God is God of gods, and Lord of lords,
a great God, a mighty, and a terrible, which regardeth not persons, nor
taketh reward:

2d. Used both of men and angels.

Ps. 82:6 | have said, Ye are gods; and all of you are children of the
most High.

4c. Characteristics:

1d.  Elohim is a genuine plural name.

Gen. 1:26 And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our
likeness: and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over
the fowl of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the earth, and over
every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth.



NAMES OF GOD

PERFECTIONS OF GOD

1. Elohim
2. El Shaddai
3. El Elyon

4. El1 Olam
5. El Roi

1. Omnipotence
2. Love and grace
3. Omniscience
(also the sovereignty of God)
4. Eternity and immutability
5. Omnipresence an d omniscience

Manfred E. Kober, Th.D.
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Gen. 3:22 And the LORD God said, Behold, the man is become as one
of us, to know good and evil: and now, lest he put forth his hand, and
take aiso of the tree of life, and eat, and live for ever:

Gen. 11:7 Goto, tet us go down, and there confound their tanguage,
that they may not understand one another’s speech.

2d.  The name allows for a subsequent revelation of the trinity.
in the O.T., the trinity is found by intimation, in the N.T. by

revelation.
2b.  Jehovah: .
1c. Frequency: Approximately 5,325 times. h j H H.
2€. Meaning: N )

3c.

4c.

(1) the self-existent one

Ex. 3:14 And God said unto Moses, | AM THAT | AM: and he said, Thus shalt
thou say unto the children of Israel, | AM hath sent me unto you.

(2) the covenant-keeping God

Ex. 6:6-8 Wherefore say unto the children of Israel, | am the LORD, and | will
bring you out from under the burdens of the Egyptians, and | will rid you out of
their bondage, and | will redeem you with a stretched out arm, and with great
judgments: 7 And | will take you to me for a people, and | will be to you a God:
and ye shall know that | am the LORD your God, which bringeth you out from
under the burdens of the Egyptians. 8 And | will bring you in unto the land,
concerning the which I did swear to give it to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob;
and | will give it you for an heritage: | am the LORD.

Usage:

Lev. 24:16 And he that blasphemeth the name of the LORD, he shall surely be
put to death, and all the congregation shall certainly stone him: as well the
stranger, as he that is born in the land, when he blasphemeth the name of the
LORD, shall be put to death.

Ex. 3:14 And God said unto Moses, | AM THAT | AM: and he said, Thus shalt
thou say unto the children of Israel, | AM hath sent me unto you.

John 8:58 Jesus said unto them, Verily, verily, | say unto you, Before Abraham
was, | am.

Characteristics: the Hebrew word LORD is comprised of the
consonants YHWH and is known as the tetragrammaton.

4b. Adonai

1c.

HE'-QS

Frequency: Approximately 434 times (Adon — 334 times)

Dan. 9:1-27 v. 4 And | prayed unto the LORD my God, and made my
confession, and said, O Lord, the great and dreadful God, keeping the covenant
and mercy to them that love him, and to them that keep his commandments;



@

2cC.

3C.

4c.

26

Meaning: God is the almighty Ruler and everything is subject to
Him.

Usage: used of men and God, emphasizing the master-servant
relationship.

Ex. 21:5-6 And if the servant shall plainly say. | love my master. my wife. and
my children; | will not go out free: 6 Then his master shall bring him unto the

judges; he shall also bring him to the door, or unto the door post; and his master
shall bore his ear through with an aul; and he shall serve him for ever.

Mal. 1:6 A son honoureth his father, and a servant his master: if then | be a
father, where is mine honour? and if | be a master, where is my fear? saith the
LORD of hosts unto you, O priests, that despise my name. And ye say, Wherein
have we despised thy name?

Psalm 123:2 Behold, as the eyes of servants look unto the hand of their
masters, and as the eyes of a maiden unto the hand of her mistress; so our eyes
wait upon the LORD our God, until that he have mercy upon us.

Characteristics:
1d.  We can expect Him to take care of us.

2d. He expects that we obey Him.

3A Compound Old Testament Names:

1b.

2b.

1c.

2c.

3c.

Proper names compounded with El: . - ﬂ w

El Shaddai—"the almighty God”

Gen. 17:1 And when Abram was ninety years old and nine, the LORD
appeared to Abram, and said unto him, | am the Almighty God; walk before me,
and be thou perfect.

El Elyon—"the most high”

Gen. 14:22 And Abram said to the king of Sodom, | have lift up mine hand unto
the LORD, the most high God, the possessor of heaven and earth,

cf.v.18

Isa. 14:14 | will ascend above the heights of the clouds; | will be like the most
High.

El Olam—“the evérlasting God”

Gen. 21:33 And Abraham planted a grove in Beer-sheba, and called there on
the name of the LORD, the everlasting God.

Proper names compounded with Yahweh:



4A.

1c.

2cC.

3c.

27

Yahweh Sabbaoth—*"the Lord of hosts”

1 Sam. 1:3 And this man went up out of his city yearly to worship and to
sacrifice unto the LORD of hosts in Shiloh. And the two sons of Eli, Hophni and
Phinehas. the priests of the LORD. were there.

Yahweh Shalom—"the Lord our peace”

Judges 6:24 Then Gideon built an altar there unto the LORD, and called it
Jehovah-shalom: unto this day it is yet in Ophrah of the Abi-ezrites.

Yahweh Roi—*“the Lord my shepherd”
Psalm 23:1 The LORD is my shepherd; | shall not want.

Psalm 80:1 Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel, thou that leadest Joseph like a
flock; thou that dwellest between the cherubims, shine forth.

Is. 40:10-11 Behold, the Lord GOD will come with strong hand, and his arm
shall rule for him: behold, his reward is with him, and his work before him. 11 He
shall feed his flock like a shepherd: he shall gather the lambs with his arm, and
carry them in his bosom, and shall gently lead those that are with young.

Ez. 34:11-16 For thus saith the Lord GOD; Behold, I, even I, will both search
my sheep, and seek them out. 12 As a shepherd seeketh out his flock in the day
that he is among his sheep that are scattered; so will | seek out my sheep, and
will deliver them out of all places where they have been scattered in the cloudy
and dark day. 13 And | will bring them out from the people, and gather them from
the countries, and will bring them to their own land, and feed them upon the
mountains of Israel by the rivers, and in all the inhabited places of the country. 14
| will feed them in a good pasture, and upon the high mountains of Israel shall
their fold be: there shall they lie in a good fold, and in a fat pasture shall they feed
upon the mountains of Israel. 15 | will feed my flock, and | will cause them to lie
down, saith the Lord GOD. 16 | will seek that which was lost, and bring again that
which was driven away, and will bind up that which was broken, and will
strengthen that which was sick: but | will destroy the fat and the strong; | will feed
them with judgment.

New Testament Names of God:

1b.

2b.

3b.

Theos—used for God and heathen gods.

1 Tim. 2:5 For there is one God, and one mediator between God and men, the man
Christ Jesus;

Kurios—used for God and man:

Rom. 10:9-10 That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt
believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved. 10 For
with the heart-man believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made
unto salvation.

Despotes—absolute, sovereign dictator:
2 Peter 2:1 But there were false prophets also among the people, even as there shall

be false teachers among you, who privily shall bring in damnable heresies, even denying

the Lord that bought them, and bring upon themselves swift destruction.
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Acts 4:24 And when they heard that, they lifted up their voice to God with
one accord, and said, Lord, thou art God, which hast made heaven, and
earth, and the sea, and all that in them is:
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28a

Daniel 9:4 ;

4 And | prayed unto the LORD ( | )
my God,( - ) and made my confession,
and said, O Lord, ( ) the greatand
dreadful God, ( ) keeping the covenant and

mercy to them that love him, and to them that keep his
commandments; :

Daniel 9:8-10

8 O Lord,( ) to us belongeth
confusion of face, to our kings, to our princes, and to
our fathers, because we have sinned against thee.

9 To the Lord ( ) our God ( )
belong mercies and forgivenesses, though we have
rebelled against him;

10 Neither have we obeyed the voice of the LORD

( ) our God, ( ) to walk in his
laws, which he set before us by his servants the
prophets.
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28a

Daniel 9:4 | it
4 And | prayed unto the LORD ( YAHWEH )
my God,( £LtoHM ) and made my confession,

and said, O Lord, ( Adov A/ ) the greatand
dreadful God, ( £LoH/m ) keeping the covenant and

mercy to them that love him, and to them that keep his
commandments; :

Daniel 9:8-10

80 Lord,( AdIVAI )tous belongeth
confusion of face, to our kings, to our princes, and to
our fathers, because we have sinned against thee.

- 9Tothe Lord ( AdonA/ ) our God (Eonim)
belong mercies and forgivenesses, though we have
rebelled against him;

10 Neither have we obeyed the voice of the LORD
( YAHWER )our God, ( £Lot#iM ) towalk in his

- laws, which he set before us by his servants the

prophets.
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®  1Kings 1:7

7 And he conferred with Joab the son of Zeruiah, and with Abiathar the
priest: and they following Adonijah ( MYy LoRd is YAHWEH )
helped him.

@ 1Kings 17:1

T And Elijah (MY God 15 YAHWEH) the Tishbite, who was of the
inhabitants of Gilead, said unto Ahab, As the LORD God of Israel liveth, before
whom | stand, there shall not be dew nor rain these years, but according to my

word.

©) 1 Samuel 7:1

1T And the men of Kirjathjearim came, and fetched up the ark of the
LORD, and brought it into thc house of Abinadab in the hill, and sanctified
Eleazar( God s my HeLPER ) his son to keep the ark of the LORD.

Joshua 17:2
2 Tnere was also a lot for the rest of the children of Manasseh by their

families: for the children of Abiezer, (MY FATHER s my HELPER )
) and for the children of Helek, and for the children of Asriel, and for the

children of Shechem, and for the children of Hepher, and for the children of
Shemida: these were the male children of Manasseh the son of Joseph by their

families..

® 1 Chronicles 2:24

24 And after that Hezron was dead in Calebephratah, then Abiah ( /MY
paTHER s el Hezron's wife bare him Ashur the father of Tekoa.

® Numbers 1:9
"~ 90f Zebulun; Eliab (God is my FATHER )the son of Helon.

@  Genesis 15:2
2 And Abram said, Lord GOD, what wilt thou give me, seeing | go
childless, and the steward of my house is this Eliezer ( cod 15 mYy
reLpeER  )of Damascus?



Ruth 1:2

2 And the name of the man was Elimelech, ( MY God |'s
KNG ) and the name of his wife Naomi, and the name of his two
sons Mahlon and Chilion, Ephrathites of Bethlehemjudah...

®1 Samuel 1:17

17 Then Eli (Coedl s my God ) answered and said, Go in
peace: and the God of Israel grant thee thy petition that thou hast asked of him.

@ Zechariah 1:1

Tin the eighth month, in the second year of Darius, came the word of the
LORD unto Zechariah, (YAt WEH  REMEMBERS ) the son of Berechiah,
the son of Iddo the prophet...

() Genesis 12:8
8 And he removed from thence unto a mountain on the east of Bethel, (
euse.  of God ) and pitched his tent...

@2 Daniel 1:21

21 And Daniel (God s my Sudg& ) continued even unto the first
year of king Cyrus.

Hebrew

ab - father S

dan . - judge T ynewER

ezer - help | = LoHiM
ebed - servant DANIEL 9

melek - king :

zedek - righteous 4 And I prayed unto t,he Y,
zacher N remember , d made my ConfeSSIOH, ana said,
beth - house d)the great and dreadful(God) keeping
(i) - possessive, my /the covenant and mercy to them/that love

him, and to them that keep his £ommand-
ments; o
SJONA | - ErLoHiM
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7 And he conferred with Joab the son of Zeruiah, and with Abiathar the
priest: and they following Adonijah ( )
helped him.

@ 1Kings 17:1

T And Elijah ( ) the Tishbite, who was of the
inhabitants of Gilead, said unto Ahab, As the LORD God of Israel liveth, before
whom | stand, there shall not be dew nor rain these years, but according to my

word.
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1 And the men of Kirjathjearim came, and fetched up the ark of the

LORD, and brought it into thc house of Abinadab in the hill, and sanctified
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families.
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24 And after that Hezron was dead in Calebephratah, then Abiah (
) Hezron's wife bare him Ashur the father of Tekoa.

®  Numbers 1:9
9 Of Zebulun; Eliab ( ) the son of Helon.

@  Genesis 16:2
2 And Abram said, Lord GOD, what wilt thou give me, seeing | go
childless, and the steward of my house is this Eliezer (
)of Damascus?
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2 And the name of the man was Elimelech, (
) and the name of his wife Naomi, and the name of his two
sons Mahlon and Chilion, Ephrathites of Bethlehemjudah...

@1 Samuel 1:17

17 Then Eli ( ) answered and said, Go in
peace: and the God of Israel grant thee thy petition that thou hast asked of him.

(0] Zechariah 1:1

Tin the eighth month, in the second year of Darius, came the word of the
LORD unto Zechariah, ( ) the son of Berechiah,
the son of Iddo the prophet...

@ Genesis 12:8

8 And he removed from thence unto a mountain on the east of Bethel, (
) and pitched his tent...

Daniel 1:21
21 And Daniel ( ) continued even unto the first
year of king Cyrus.
Hebrew
ab - father
dan . - judge ol iy Bt
ezer - help . C TR
ebed - servamt DANIEL 9
melek - kin
e 5 ,.ig,?teous 4 And I prayed unto the Lorp my God,
zacher . o refmembar and made my confession, and said, O
beth - house “Lord, the great and dreadful God, keeping

possessive, my the covenant and mercy to them that love
him, and to them that keep his command-
ments; |

10
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‘ Question: "What are the different names of God, and what do they mean?"

Answer: Each of the many names of God describes a different aspect of His many-faceted character. Here are
some of the better-known names of God in the Bible:

EL, ELOAH [el, el-oh-ah]: God "mighty, strong, prominent" (Nehemiah 9:17; Psalm 139:19) — etymologically, El
appears to mean “power” and “might” (Genesis 31:29). E/ is associated with other qualities, such as integrity
(Numbers 23:19), jealousy (Deuteronomy 5:9), and compassion (Nehemiah 9:31), but the root idea of “might”
remains.

ELOHIM [el-oh-heem]: God “Creator, Mighty and Strong” (Genesis 17:7; Jeremiah 31:33) — the plural form of
Eloah, which accommodates the doctrine of the Trinity. From the Bible's first sentence, the superlative nature of
God's power is evident as God (Elohim) speaks the world into existence (Genesis 1:1).

EL SHADDAI [el-shah-dahy]: “God Almighty,” “The Mighty One of Jacob” (Genesis 49:24; Psalm 132:2,5) — speaks
to God's ultimate power over all.

ADONAI [ 2dp 'nar; ah-daw-nahy]: “Lord” (Genesis 15:2; Judges 6:15) — used in place of YHWH, which was
thought by the Jews to be too sacred to be uttered by sinful men. In the Old Testament, YHWH is more often used in
God's dealings with His people, while Adonai is used more when He deals with the Gentiles.

YHWH / YAHWEH / JEHOVAH [yah-way / ji-hoh-veh]: “LORD" (Deuteronomy 6:4; Daniel 9:14) — strictly speaking,
the only proper name for God. Translated in English Bibles “LORD" (all capitals) to distinguish it from Adonai, “Lord.”
The revelation of the name is given to Moses “I Am who | Am” (Exodus 3:14). This name specifies an immediacy, a
presence. Yahweh is present, accessible, near to those who call on Him for deliverance (Psalm 107:13), forgiveness
(Psalm 25:11) and guidance (Psalm 31:3).

‘ YAHWEH-JIREH [yah-way-ji-reh]: "The Lord Will Provide" (Genesis 22:14) — the name memorialized by Abraham
when God provided the ram to be sacrificed-in place of Isaac.

YAHWEH-RAPHA [yah-way-raw-faw]: "The Lord Who Heals" (Exodus 15:26) — “I am Jehovah who heals you” both
in body and soul. In body, by preserving from and curing diseases, and in soul, by pardoning iniquities.

YAHWEH-NISSI [yah-way-nee-see]: "The Lord Our Banner" (Exodus 17:15), where banner is understood to be a
rallying place. This name commemorates the desert victory over the Amalekites in Exodus 17.

YAHWEH-M'KADDESH [yah-way-meh-kad-esh]: "The Lord Who Sanctifies, Makes Holy" (Leviticus 20:8; Ezekiel
37:28) — God makes it clear that He alone, not the law, can cleanse His people and make them holy.

YAHWEH-SHALOM [yah-way-shah-lohm]: "The Lord Our Peace" (Judges 6:24) — the name given by Gideon to
the altar he built after the Angel of the Lord assured him he would not die as he thought he would after seeing Him.

YAHWEH-ELOHIM [yah-way-el-oh-him]: "LORD God" (Genesis 2:4; Psalm 59:5) — a combination of God’s unique
name YHWH and the generic “Lord,” signifying that He is the Lord of Lords.

YAHWEH-TSIDKENU [yah-way-tzid-kay-noo]: "The Lord Our Righteousness” (Jeremiah 33:16) — As with YHWH-
M’Kaddesh, it is God alone who provides righteousness to man, ultimately in the person of His Son, Jesus Christ,
who became sin for us “that we might become the Righteousness of God in Him” (2 Corinthians 5:21).

YAHWEH-ROHI [yah-way-roh-hee]: "The Lord Our Shepherd" (Psalm 23:1) — After David pondered his relationship
as a shepherd to his sheep, he realized that was exactly the relationship God had with him, and so he declares,
“Yahweh-Rohi is my Shepherd. | shall not want” (Psalm 23:1).

YAHWEH-SHAMMAH [yah-way-sham-mahw]: "The Lord Is There” (Ezekiel 48:35) — the name ascribed to
Jerusalem and the Temple there, indicating that the once-departed glory of the Lord (Ezekiel 8—11) had returned
(Ezekiel 44:1-4).



YAHWEH-SABAOTH [yah-way-sah-bah-ohth]: "The Lord of Hosts" (Isaiah 1:24; Psalm 46:7) — Hosts means
“hordes,” both of angels and of men. He is Lord of the host of heaven and of the inhabitants of the earth, of Jews
and Gentiles, of rich and poor, master and slave. The name is expressive of the majesty, power, and authority of
God and shows that He is able to accomplish what He determines to do.

EL ELYON [el-el-yohn]: “Most High" (Deuteronomy 26:19) — derived from the Hebrew root for “go up” or “ascend,”
so the implication is of that which is the very highest. E/ Elyon denotes exaltation and speaks of absolute right to
lordship.

EL ROI [el-roh-ee]: "God of Seeing" (Genesis 16:13) — the name ascribed to God by Hagar, alone and desperate in
the wilderness after being driven out by Sarah (Genesis 16:1-14). When Hagar met the Angel of the Lord, she
realized she had seen God Himself in a theophany. She also realized that E/ Roi saw her in her distress and testified
that He is-a God who lives and sees all.

EL-OLAM [el-oh-lahm]: "Everlasting God" (Psalm 90:1-3) — God's nature is without beginning or end, free from all
constraints of time, and He contains within Himself the very cause of time itself. “From everlasting to everlasting, You
are God.”

EL-GIBHOR [el-ghee-bohr]: “Mighty God” (Isaiah 9:6) — the name describing the Messiah, Christ Jesus, in this
prophetic portion of Isaiah. As a powerful and mighty warrior, the Messiah, the Mighty God, will accomplish the
destruction of God's enemies and rule with a rod of iron (Revelation 19:15).

© Copyright 2002-2018 Got Questions Ministries.
www.GotQuestions.org



ﬂ BibleGateway

Since 1993 « The Word for All the World

Daniel 9 Names of God Bible (NOG)

Daniel’s Prayer about Jerusalem Is Answered

O Xerxes’ son Darius, who was a Mede by birth, was made ruler of the kingdom of
Babylon. 21In the first year of his reign, I, Daniel, learned from the Scriptures the
number of years that Jerusalem would remain in ruins. Yahweh had told the
prophet Jeremiah that Jerusalem would remain in ruins for 70 years. 3So I turned
to Adonay Elohim and looked to him for help. I prayed, pleaded, and fasted in
sackcloth and ashes.

41 prayed to Yahweh my Elohim. 1 confessed and said, "Adonay, you are great
and deserve respect as the only God. You keep your promiselzl and show mercy to
those who love you and obey your commandments. 5 We have sinned, done wrong,
acted wickedly, rebelled, and turned away from your commandments and laws.

6 We haven't listened to your servants the prophets, who spoke in your name to our
kings, leaders, ancestors, and all the common people. 7 You, Adonay, are
righteous. But we—the men of Judah, the citizens of Jerusalem, and all the
Israelites whom you scattered in countries near and far—are still ashamed because
we have been unfaithful to you. 8 We, our kings, leaders, and ancestors are
ashamed because we have sinned against you, Yahweh.

9"But you, Adonay our Elohim, are compassionate and forgiving, although we
have rebelled against you. 10 We never listened to Yahweh our Elohim or lived by
the teachings you gave us through your servants the prophets. 11 All Israel has
ignored your teachings and refused to listen to you. So you brought on us the
curses you swore in an oath, the curses written in the Teachings of Elohim’s
servant Moses. We sinned against you. 12So you did what you said you would do to
us and our rulers by bringing a great disaster on us. Nowhere in the world has
anything ever happened like what has happened to Jerusalem. 13 This entire
disaster happened to us, exactly as it was written in Moses’ Teachings. Yahweh our
Elohim, we never tried to gain your favor by turning from our wrongs and
dedicating ourselves to your truth. 14 So Yahweh was prepared to bring this
disaster on us. Yahweh our Elohim, you are righteous in everything you do. But
‘we never listened to you.

15" Adonay our Elohim, you brought your people out of Egypt with your strong
hand and made yourself famous even today. We have sinned and done evil things.
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WIKIPEDIA

@ heophory in the Bible

Theophory refers to the practice of embedding the name of a god or a deity in, usually, a proper name.!'] Much Hebrew

theophory occurs in the Bible, particularly in the Old Testament. The most prominent theophory involves names referring

to:

« El, a word meaning might, power and (a) god in general, and hence in Judaism, God and among the Canaanites the
name of the god who was the father of Baal.

= Yah, a shortened form of Yahweh.

» Levantine deities (especially the storm god, Hadad) by the epithet baal, meaning lord. In later times, as the conflict
between Yahwism and the more popular pagan practices became increasingly intense, these names were censored

and baal was replaced with bosheth, meaning "shame".

Contents

El theophory
False El theophory

Shaddai theophory
Yah theophory
Baal theophory

' Bosheth

Yam theophory
Zedek theophory
Hadad

Others

See also

References

El theophory

The following is an alphabetical list of names referring to El and their meanings in Hebrew:

Abdiel — Servant of God
Abiel — God my Father
Ablmael A Father sent from God
Adbeel — Disciplined of Godl?!
Adiel — Witness of God
Adirael — Magnificence of God
Adriel — Flock of God
- Advachiel — Happiness of God
‘ Ambnel Energy of God
— People of God
— Rain of God
Arael - Light of God or Vision of God
Ariel, Auriel — Lion of God




Armisael — Mountain of Judgment of God
Asmodel — Greatness of God

Azael Whom God Strengthens

Azazel God Strengthens or Arrogant to God
Azrael — Help of God

Barakiel, Baraquiel — Lightning of God

Barbiel — lllumination of God

Barachiel — Kindness of God or Ray of God
Bardlel ‘Humiliated Son of God

Bethel — House of God
Betzalel Shadow/Path of God
| — Daughter of God

— God is in Him
Camael — He who Sees God
Cassiel — Speed of God
Castiel — Shield of God

Chakel — Wisdom of God
Chamuel He who Seeks God
Denzel Fortress of God

Danlel Judged by God or Judgement of God

Elad — God Forever
EI| — a variant on the name of God, or "my God"

Ellana My God Answers

Elijah (Elias) — Whose God is Jah, God Jah, The Strong Jah, God of Jah, My God is Jah.
Reference to the meaning of both (Eli)-(Jah)

Elisha — Salvation of God

Elishama — My God Hears
Elishua — God is my salvation
Eliezer — My God Helps

Ellmelech My God is King
Elizabeth — My God is Oath
Elkanah — God has Possessed, or God has Created

Emmanuel God is with us

Ezekiel — God will Strengthen
Ezequeel — Strength of God
Ezrael — Help of God

Gabnel Gavriel — Man of God, God has shown Himself Mighty, Hero of God or Strong one of
God
Gadreel, Gadriel — wall of God

Gaghiel — Roaring Beast of God

Gamaliel — Reward of God
Hamallel Grace of God
Hanael — Glory of God
anuel — God with us
Imriel — Eloquence of God

Iruel — Fear of God
Ishmael Ishamael — Heard by God, Named by God, or God Hearkens

Israel, Yisrael — Struggles with God or Prince of God
Jekuthiel — God will support

Jerahmeel — God's exaltation

Jeremlel God's mercy

Jezreel — God will sow

Joel — Jah is God

,J_ggygjg[ — Glorifier of God




. THE PERVASIVENESS OF THE ACTIVITIES OF GOD:

1A. CREATION:

1b. The principles of creative activity:

lc.

Major Works
of the

Triune God:
2c.

The Jfather - plan
QUJB Son - P_erformance
QUJE %Dl'fl’t --Power

4c.

HIS WONDERFUL WORKS

There was a time when the universe did not exist:

Ps. 90:2 Before the mountains were brought forth, Or ever You had formed the earth
and the world, Even from everlasting to everlasting, You are God.

In. 17:24 Father, | desire that they also whom You gave Me may be with Me where |

am, that they may behold My glory which You have given Me; for You loved Me before
the foundation of the world.

Each person of the trinity had a definite and distinctive part in the creative
work:

1 Cor. 8:6 yet for us there is one God, the Father, of whom are all things, and we for
Him; and one Lord Jesus Christ, through whom are all things, and through whom we Jive.

Jn. 1:3 All things were made through Him, [Christ] and without Him nothing was made
that was made.

Job 26:13 By his spirit he hath garnished the heavens; his hand hath formed the crooked
serpent (cf. Gen. 1:2).

The method of creation was by the exercise of God’s wisdom and word:
Jeremiah 10:12 He hath made the earth by his power, he hath established the
world by his wisdom, and hath stretched out the heavens by his discretion.

Ps. 33:6 By the word of the Lord were the heavens made; and all the host of
them by the breath of his mouth.

(cf.v.9; Heb. 11:3, “. . . the worlds were formed by the word of God. . .”)

The present imperfect state of creation is due to the entrance of moral evil:
Deut. 32:4 He is the Rock, his work is perfect: for all his ways are judgment: a God of
truth and without iniquity, just and right is he.

Rom. 5:12 Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin; and
so death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned:

2b. The interpretation of creative activity:

1c.

2c.

- i

The day-age theory: The days of Genesis 1 are actually extended periods of time

The original creation theory: Everything was created just a few thousand years
ago.

The primal catastrophe theory: Genesis 1 describes the recreation of the

earth after it became formless and empty (tohu wabohu) because of judgment.
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2A. PRESERVATION:

“That continuous work of God by which He maintains the things which He created.”
1b. The erroneous conceptions of divine preservation:
dce The self-sustaining mechanism theory:
God created the world with certain laws and powers and then ceased all
relationship to the world — English Deism
2c. The continuous creation theory:
Creation is continuing today as every
moment God creates the world (Jonathan Edwards).
2b. The biblical conception of divine preservation:

1c. The fact of divine preservation:

Col. 1:17 And he is before all things, and by him all things consist.

Heb. 1:3 Who being the brightness of his glory, and the express image of his person, and
upholding all things by the word of his power, when he had by himself purged our sins,
sat down on the right hand of the Majesty on high (cf. Ps. 104).

2



2c.

1d.

38

The extent of divine preservation:

The operation of laws and processes of nature:

Jer. 51:16 When he uttereth his voice, there is a multitude of waters in the
heavens; and he causeth the vapours to ascend from the ends of the earth: he
maketh lightnings with rain, and bringeth forth the wind out of his treasures.

Ps. 104:28-30 That thou givest them they gather: thou openest thine hand,
they are filled with good. ? Thou hidest thy face, they are troubled: thou takest
away their breath, they die, and return to their dust. 3 Thou sendest forth thy
spirit, they are created: and thou renewest the face of the earth.

Ps. 104:19-22 He appointed the moon for seasons: the sun knoweth his going
down.?® Thou makest darkness, and it is night: wherein all the beasts of the
forest do creep forth.?* The young lions roar after their prey, and seek their
meat from God. ?* The sun ariseth, they gather themselves together, and lay
them down in their dens.

Job 12:10 In whose hand is the soul of every living thing, and the breath of all
mankind.

[_THE

WORKS OF GOD |

CREATION

PRESERVATION PROVIDENCE

GOD'S BRINGING INTO
EXISTENCE EVERY-
THING OUTSIDE OF

HIMSELF BY THE WORD

OF HIS POWER

THAT CONTINUOUS
WORK OF GOD BY
WHICH HE MAINTAINS
THE THINGS HE

CREATED.

THE EXERCISE OF DIVINE
CARE AND FORESIGHT
IN PROVIDING FOR THE
WORLD'S MOVEMENT TO

COMMENCEMENT CONTINUATION CONSUMMATION
GOD AS POWERFUL GOD A PERSONAL GOD AS PURPOSEFUL
SOURCE SUSTAINER SOVEREIGN
NO EVOLUTIONARY NO ECOLOGICAL NO FATALISTIC
DEVELOPMENT DISASTER DESTINY




39

2d. The maintenance of man’s existence:

Deut 30:20 That thou mayest love the Lord thy God, and that thou mayest obey
his voice, and that thou mayest cleave unto him: for he is thy life, and the
length of thy days: that thou mayest dwell in the land which the Lord sware
unto thy fathers, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, to give them.

Acts 17:28 For in him we live, and more, and have our being; as certain also of
your own poets have said, For we are all his offspring.

3A. PROVIDENCE:

“The existence of divine care and foresight in providing for the world’s movement to a
predetermined goal.”

1b.

2b.

Misconceptions concerning the nature of divine providence:

1c. Partial providence: God controls the crucial events of world history but is not
concerned with the minor events.

2c. Chance: There is no divine providence. Nothing in all of this life is certain.

3c. Fatalism: Everything happens in accordance with inevitable and impersonal fate.

The objects of divine providence:

Nothing in the universe lies outside God’s providential control since nothing has self-
existence. We subscribe not to fatalism but to personal determinism.

1lc. The physical universe:

Ps. 103:19 The Lord hath prepared his throne in the heavens; and his kingdom ruleth
over all.

Ps. 66:7 He ruleth by his power for ever; his eyes behold the nations: let not the
rebellious exalt themselves. Selah.

Job 9:5-7 Which removeth the mountains, and they know not: which overturneth them
in his anger. ® Which shaketh the earth out of her place, and the pillars thereof tremble.
”Which commandeth the sun, and it riseth not; and sealeth up the stars.

1Sam. 7:10 And as Samuel was offering up the burnt offering, the Philistines drew near
to battle against Israel: but the Lord thundered with a great thunder on that day upon
the Philistines, and discomfited them; and they were smitten before Israel.

Ps 147:16-18 He giveth snow like wool: he scattereth the hoarfrost like ashes.
7 He casteth forth his ice like morsels: who can stand before his cold? ® He sendeth out
his word, and melteth them: he causeth his wind to blow, and the waters flow.

Who says lowa is not mentioned in the Bible?

R

i, |
\ lowa J
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2C.

3c.

4c.
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Acts 14:17 Nevertheless he left not himself without witness, in that he did good, and
gave us rain from heaven, and fruitful seasons, filling our hearts with food and gladness.

Animal creation:

Mt. 10:29 Are not two sparrows sold for a farthing? And one of them shall not fall on
the ground without your Father.

Jonah. 1:17 Now the LORD had prepared a great fish to swallow up Jonah. And Jonah
was in the belly of the fish three days and three nights.

The nations of the earth:

Ps. 22:28 For the kingdom is the LORD’S: and he is the governor among the nations.
Dan. 4:25 That they shall drive thee from men, and thy dwelling shall be with the beasts
of the field, and they shall make thee to eat grass as oxen, and they shall wet thee with
the dew of heaven, and seven times shall pass over thee, till thou know that the most

High ruleth in the kingdom of men, and giveth it to whomsoever he will.

Rom. 13:1 Let every soul be subject unto the higher powers. For there is no power but
of God: the powers that be are ordained of God.

All individual life:

Jer. 1:5 Before | formed thee in the belly | knew thee; and before thou camest forth out
of the womb | sanctified thee, and | ordained thee a prophet unto the nations.

Is. 45:5 I am the LORD, and there is none else, there is no God beside me: | girded thee,
though thou hast not known me.

Gal. 1:15-16 But when it pleased God, who separated me from my mother's womb, and
called me by his grace, *® To reveal his Son in me, that | might preach him among the

heathen; immediately | conferred not with flesh and blood:

Ps. 75:6-7 For promotion cometh neither from the east, nor from the west, nor from
the south. 7But God is the judge: he putteth down one, and setteth up another.

Lk. 1:52 He hath put down the mighty from their seats, and exalted them of low degree.

Prov. 21:1 The king's heart is in the hand of the Lord, as the rivers of water: he turneth it
whithersoever he will.

Prov. 16:33 The lot is cast into the lap; but the whole disposing thereof is of the LORD.
Mt. 10:30 But the very hairs of your head are all numbered.

Rom. 8:28 And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to
them who are the called according to his purpose.

Phil. 4:19 But my God shall supply all you need according to his riches in glory by Christ
Jesus.
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Ps. 73:24 Thou shalt guide me with thy counsel, and afterward receive me to glory.

Ps. 11:6 Upon the wicked he shall rain snares, fire and brimstone, and an horrible
tempest: this shall be the portion of their cup.

3b. The accomplishment of divine providence:
1c. The media of operation:
1d. By God’s own supernatural and miraculous works:

1 Ki. 18:38ff Then the fire of the LORD fell, and consumed the burnt sacrifice,
and the wood, and the stones, and the dust, and licked up the water that was
in the trench.

Jn. 20:31 But these are written, that ye might believe that Jesus is the Christ,
the Son of God, and that believing ye might have life through his name.

2d. By the laws and the energies of nature:

Ps. 148:8 Fire, and hail, snow, and vapour, stormy wind fulfilling his word.

3d. By the acts of free moral agents:

Acts 3:17-18 And now, brethren, | wot that through ignorance ye did it, as did
also your rulers. ® But those things, which God before had shewed by the
mouth of all his prophets, that Christ should suffer, he hath so fulfilled.

Ps. 76:10 Surely the wrath of man shall praise thee; the remainder of wrath
shalt thou restrain.

2¢: The manner of operation:
1d. Preventative:

Gen. 20:6 And God said unto him in a dream, Yea, | know that thou didst this in
the integrity of thy heart; for | also withheld thee from sinning against me:
therefore suffered | thee not to touch her.

Ps. 19:13 Keep back thy servant also from presumptuous sins; let them not
have dominion over me: then shall | be upright, and | shall be innocent from
the great transgression.

Gen. 31:24 And God came to Laban the Syrian in a dream by night, and said
unto him, Take heed that thou speak not to Jacob either good or bad.

2d. Permissive:

Rom. 1:24 Wherefore God also gave them up to uncleanness through the lusts
of their own hearts, to dishonor their own bodies between themselves.

6
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Acts 14:17 Nevertheless he left not himself without witness, in that he did

good, and gave us rain from heaven, and fruitful seasons, filling our hearts with
food and gladness.

3d. Directive:
Prov. 21:1 The king's heart is in the hand of the Lord, as the rivers of water: he
turneth it whithersoever he will.
Gen. 50:20 But as for you, ye thought evil against me; but God meant it unto
good, to bring to pass, as it is this day, to save much people alive.

4d. Limitative:
Job 1:12 And the LORD said unto Satan, Behold, all that he hath is in thy power,
only upon himself put not forth thine hand. So Satan went forth from the
presence of the LORD.
1 Cor. 10:13 There hath no temptation taken you but such as is common to
man: but God is faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted above that ye
are able; but will with the temptation also make a way to escape, that ye may
be able to bear it.
Rev. 20:2-3 And he laid hold on the dragon, that old serpent, which is the Devil,

! and Satan, and bound him a thousand years, 3 And cast him into the bottomless
pit, and shut him up, and set a seal upon him, that he should deceive the
nations no more, till the thousand years should be fulfilled: and after that he
must be loosed a little season.

4b. The problems of divine providence:
1lc. The relationship of providence to freedom:
2c. The relationship of providence to prayer:

1d.

2d.

3d.

God has determined that some things will be done only in answer to
prayer:

Js. 4:2 Ye lust, and have not: ye kill, and desire to have, and cannot obtain: ye
fight and war, yet ye have not, because ye ask not.

God has determined to do some things quite apart from the exercise of
prayer: e.g. the rising of the sun, the rapture

God has determined to do some things contrary to the prayers which
have been offered:

2 Sam. 12:16-18 David therefore besought God for the child; and David fasted,
and went in, and lay all night upon the earth. 7 And the elders of his house
arose, and went to him, to raise him up from the earth: but he would not,
neither did he eat bread with them. *® And it came to pass on the seventh day,



that the child died. And the servants of David feared to tell him that the child
was dead: for they said, Behold, while the child was yet alive, we spake unto
him, and he would not hearken unto our voice: how will he then vex himself, if
we tell him that the child is dead?

3c. The relationship of providence to physical evil:

1d.

2d.

3d.

God upholds the laws and forces of nature which bring about such
disasters:

Isa. 45:7 | form the light, and create darkness: | make peace, and create evil: |
the Lord do all these things.

God is able to prevent such disasters and has done so in the past:

Lk. 8:22-25 Now it came to pass on a certain day, that he went into a ship with
his disciples: and he said unto them, Let us go over unto the other side of the
lake. And they launched forth. #*But as they sailed he fell asleep: and there
came down a storm of wind on the lake; and they were filled with water, and
were in jeopardy. 2* And they came to him, and awoke him, saying, Master,
master, we perish. Then he arose, and rebuked the wind and the raging of the
water: and they ceased, and there was a calm. 2 And he said unto them, Where
is your faith? And they being afraid wondered, saying one to another, What
manner of man is this! for he commandeth even the winds and water, and they
obey him.

Christ caused the storm and calmed the storm!

God does have a special purpose in allowing natural disasters:

Lk. 13:4-5 Or those eighteen, upon whom the tower in Siloam fell, and slew
them, think ye that they were sinners above all men that dwelt in Jerusalem?
*[ tell you, Nay: but, except ye repent, ye shall all likewise perish.

43
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‘ DO YOU THINK AMERICA WILL SURVIVE UNTIL THE RAPTURE?

While our nation is not mentioned specifically in prophecy, we may nevertheless infer
God'’s destiny for the USA by contemplating the course of our country. There appear to
be some discernible reasons why God, in His providence, has raised our country and

will most likely preserve it until the rapture. Consider the following unique efforts of the
United States of America.

1. The United States promotes missionary activity.

It is indisputable that the very first settlers testified that they came here as
the Mayflower Compact states, “for the glory of God, and the advancement of the
Christian faith.” In the New England Confederation of 1643, the uniform
testimony is “whereas we all came into these parts of America with one and the
same end, namely, to advance the kingdom of our Lord Jesus Christ and enjoy
the liberties of the gospel in purity with peace.”

God has honored America for its missionary efforts. Of the world’s 50,000
evangelical missionaries, approximately 45,000 are sent and supported by
America. God needs a lighthouse for the world’s unsaved right until the rapture,
after which the 144,000 witnesses will be ministering.

2. The United States protects the chosen people.

‘ Ever since Roger Williams encouraged the persecuted Jews of Europe to
settle in his colony, America has been a refuge for Jews. Of the world’s 17 million
Jewish people, 7 million live in the USA. With our national efforts the modern
state of Israel was established. Its continuation has been assured by the
consistent support of the USA. God promises to bless those who would bless
Israel (Gen. 12:3). God is blessing us and will bless us because of our special
relationship to His special people. After the rapture, when our country becomes
anti-Semitic (Matt. 24:9), Antichrist will sign a treaty of protection with Israel. Until
then it seems to be God’s design for America to help Israel.

3. The United States provides a home for the politically and religiously persecuted
all around the world.

The Statue of Liberty best represents one aspect of America which
appears to point toward our destiny as a home for the world’s oppressed. It may
well be that God has raised the USA in part to be a “Mother of Exiles.” Such a
refugee nation appears to be needed until the rapture.

God will not let America’s sins go unpunished. But the well-deserved and
long-delayed judgment will not come until the righteous have been removed. As
He removed Noah and his family before He brought the flood and as He removed
righteous Lot before the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah, so God will

remove the believers through the rapture before He sends His judgment upon the
. earth, including our beloved nation.
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The United States projects global stability. :

It seems to be God’s providential design for America to serve as a
steadying force in the world, both economically and militarily. Even the New York
Times admits that “the American economy is acting as a steadying force in
volatile world” (1/7/16). While our Founding Fathers argued for isolationism, the
two world wars imposed on the USA a role of intervention which it did not séek
to save Europe from a calamitous, indeed catastrophic condition. America’s ’
unique role in the world can be easily demonstrated.

As Dennis Prager observes in National Review (9/17/13), in an article
entitled “Yes, We are the World’s Policeman” “U S. troops around the world are
the greatest preserver of liberty and peace . . . America’s strength and
willibnlgness to use it has been the greatest force in history to liberty and world
stability.”

Prager correctly stresses that the world needs a policeman to curtail
economic disruption, social chaos and the violent death of innocent people If the
USA were not functioning in this role the only possible alternative atthe present
moment would be a) No one b) Russia c) China d) Iran e) the United Nations.
Dinesh D’Souza, in his superb volume, America — Imagine the World Without
Her, comes to a similar conclusion. ¥

In God’s providence the USA plays that role, however imperfectly. We have
the most vibrant economy and the most formidable military. It is impossible to
imagine what the world situation would be like without America’s protective
presence. And one can only surmise that after the rapture, with the sudden
disappearance of all believers, chaos and consternation will reign until Antichrist
consolidates his empire. He, in turn, will be replaced by the Davidic Messiah
whose world-wide kingdom of peace and righteousness has no end.

Manfred E. Kober, Th.D.

America’s commencement and continuation afford numeraus examples of the interposition
of divine providence. This conviction is codified on the Seal of the United States by the «
caption above the pyramid, ‘annuit coeptis “(“He [Bod] has favored our
undertaking”).

Special Providence in America’s Function:

Gob HAS FAVORED

= TA THE EYE
OUR UNDERTAKING OF PROVIDENCE.

JHE EYYE,THE TRIANGLE
AND THE RAYS
OF THE SUN

UNITED STATES

Ib. America is a Hope for the World's Unsaved

7b. America is a Home for the Waorld's Oppressed J STRENGTH +

3b. America is a Protector of the World's Jews

1776 - YEAR OF
DECLARATION

1 “OF
Ir ns,,,,/,, NEw  INDEPENDENCE.

~ ORDER OF THe AGES”
(LaTiyy

‘..‘[*b' America is a Promoter of World Order




@ Ouiz #7

1.

The ensemble accompanying me was from Name:

b. Ankeny Baptist Church
c. Fellowship Baptist Church
d. Grand View Park Baptist Church

The converted man’s last name was
- a.Wutzler

_ b.Wagner

_____ C.lLorenz

__d. Blechschmidt

The new convert lived in
___a.Schonfels

_____b. Falkenstein
____c.Nurnberg

___d.Kirchberg

The spouse of the converted gentleman is

_____a.AChristian

__b.Anagnostic 5. The new believer lived after his salvation
__ c.Anatheist ____a.lessthan 24 hours
_d.Askeptic __ b.48hours

___c.Three days
____d. One week

6. Proof text for the decree of God, encompassing all events:
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‘ DO YOU THINK AMERICA WILL SURVIVE UNTIL THE RAPTURE?

While our nation is not mentioned specifically in prophecy, we may nevertheless infer
God's destiny for the USA by contemplating the course of our country. There appear to
be some discernible reasons why God, in His providence, has raised our country and

will most likely preserve it until the rapture. Consider the following unique efforts of the
United States of America.

1. The United States promotes missionary activity.

It is indisputable that the very first settlers testified that they came here as
the Mayflower Compact states, “for the glory of God, and the advancement of the
Christian faith.” In the New England Confederation of 1643, the uniform
testimony is “whereas we all came into these parts of America with one and the
same end, namely, to advance the kingdom of our Lord Jesus Christ and enjoy
the liberties of the gospel in purity with peace.”

God has honored America for its missionary efforts. Of the world’s 50,000
evangelical missionaries, approximately 45,000 are sent and supported by
America. God needs a lighthouse for the world’s unsaved right until the rapture,
after which the 144,000 witnesses will be ministering.

2. The United States protects the chosen people.

. Ever since Roger Williams encouraged the persecuted Jews of Europe to

’ settle in his colony, America has been a refuge for Jews. Of the world’s 17 million
Jewish people, 7 million live in the USA. With our national efforts the modern
state of Israel was established. Its continuation has been assured by the
consistent support of the USA. God promises to bless those who would bless
Israel (Gen. 12:3). God is blessing us and will bless us because of our special
relationship to His special people. After the rapture, when our country becomes
anti-Semitic (Matt. 24:9), Antichrist will sign a treaty of protection with Israel. Until
then it seems to be God’s design for America to help Israel.

3. The United States provides a home for the politically and religiously persecuted
all around the world.

The Statue of Liberty best represents one aspect of America which
appears to point toward our destiny as a home for the world’s oppressed. It may
well be that God has raised the USA in part to be a “Mother of Exiles.” Such a
refugee nation appears to be needed until the rapture.

God will not let America’s sins go unpunished. But the well-deserved and
long-delayed judgment will not come until the righteous have been removed. As
He removed Noah and his family before He brought the flood and as He removed
righteous Lot before the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah, so God will

remove the believers through the rapture before He sends His judgment upon the
' earth, including our beloved nation.



The United States projects global stability. :

It seems to be God’s providential design for America to serve as a
steadying force in the world, both economically and militarily. Even the New York
Times admits that “the American economy is acting as a steadying force in
volatile world” (1/7/16). While our Founding Fathers argued for isolationism, the
two world wars imposed on the USA a role of intervention which it did not séek
to save Europe from a calamitous, indeed catastrophic condition. America’s ,
unique role in the world can be easily demonstrated.

As Dennis Prager observes in National Review (9/17/13), in an article
entitled “Yes, We are the World's Policeman” “U.S. troops around the world are
the greatest preserver of liberty and peace . .. America’s strength and
wiIanlgness to use it has been the greatest force in history to liberty and world
stability.”

Prager correctly stresses that the world needs a policeman to curtail
economic disruption, social chaos and the violent death of innocent people If the
USA were not functioning in this role the only possible alternative at the present
moment would be a) No one b) Russia ¢) China d) Iran e) the Ufited Nations.
Dinesh D’Souza, in his superb volume, America - Imagine the World Without
Her, comes to a similar conclusion.

In God’s providence the USA plays that role, however imperfectly. We have
the most vibrant economy and the most formidable military. It is impossible to
imagine what the world situation would be like without America’s protective
presence. And one can only surmise that after the rapture, with the sudden
disappearance of all believers, chaos and consternation will reign until Antichrist
consolidates his empire. He, in turn, will be replaced by the Davidic Messiah
whose world-wide kingdom of peace and righteousness has no end.

Manfred E. Kober, Th.D.

America’s commencement and continuation afford numergus examples of the interposition
of divine providence. This conviction is codified on the Seal of the United States by the -
caption above the pyramid, ‘annuit coeptis “("He [God] has favored our
undertaking”).
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‘ THE PRECIOUSNESS OF THE GLORY OF GOD

1A. THE DEFINITION OF THE WORDS FOR GLORY:

1b. The Old Testament word:

The principal Hebrew word is kavod.

It has the idea of being heavy, important, even awesome. "h 3 3 A-abocz
’ [ ]
T

1c. The word is used for wealthy or important people: Gen. 45:13
And ye shall tell my father of all my glory in Egypt, and of all that ye have seen; andye
shall haste and bring down my father hither.

ek The word refers to famous and splendid places: 1 Chron. 22:5
And David said, Solomon my son is young and tender, and the house that is to be
builded for the Lord must be exceeding magnifical, of fame and of glory throughout all
countries: | will therefore now make preparation for it. So David prepared abundantly
before his death.

3c. The word may refer to someone’s awesome power as a show-off, as in the case
of Haman: Esther 5:11
And Haman told them of the glory of his riches, and the multitude of his children, and all
. the things wherein the king had promoted him, and how he had advanced him above
the princes and servants of the king.

4c. The glory of God is a reference to His awesomeness, splendor and importance.
The concept is separately linked to God’s holiness: Isa. 6:3
And one cried unto another, and said, Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord of hosts: the whole
earth is full of his glory.

5c. The term kavod in its most important use, is linked to the name God or Jehovah,
describing the self-manifestation of God.

The earliest literary reference to the glory of God is Exodus 33:18-23.

And he said, | beseech thee, shew me thy glory.

19 And he said, | will make all my goodness pass before thee, and | will proclaim the
name of the Lord before thee; and will be gracious to whom | will be gracious, and will
shew mercy on whom | will shew mercy.

20 And he said, Thou canst not see my face: for there shall no man see me, and live.

21 And the Lord said, Behold, there is a place by me, and thou shalt stand upon a rock:
22 And it shall come to pass, while my glory passeth by, that I will put thee in a clift of the
rock, and will cover thee with my hand while | pass by:

23 And | will take away mine hand, and thou shalt see my back parts: but my face shall
not be seen.

2b. The Greek word doxa:
‘ lc. The primary sense: to believe, to think.

Glory, déta doxe.
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2c. To appear, to make appearance: Acts 17:18
Then certain philosophers of the Epicureans, and of the Stoicks, encountered him. And
some said, What will this babbler say? other some, He seemeth to be a setter forth of
strange gods: because he preached unto them Jesus, and the resurrection.

3c. To make something, to be of repute: Mark 10:42
But Jesus called them to him, and saith unto them, Ye know that they which are
accounted to rule over the Gentiles exercise lordship over them; and their great ones
exercise authority upon them.

4c. The primary usage: reputation, power.
The New Testament references are to divine honor, splendor, power or
radiance.

Charles Ryrie emphasizes the importance of the New Testament word:

The New Testament word is also used in ways which include Old
Testament ideas of glory. The glory of the Lord dazzled the shepherds at
the announcement of the birth of Christ (Luke 2:9). Overpowering
splendor characterized that scene. The Lord compared the glory of
Solomon with the lilies of the field—and Solomon came out second
best! (Matthew 6:28-29) A woman'’s long hair is said to be her glory (1
Corinthians 11:15). And the converts we win and nurture are our glory
and joy (1 Thessalonians 2:19-20).

God has a number of facets to His character, and His glory may be seen
sometimes through one facet and sometimes through another. But
whenever even one of these aspects of His being is seen, He is glorified.
(Transformed by His Glory, 1990, 19).

THE DISPLAY OF THE GLORY OF GOD:

Two main ideas are inherent in the concept of the glory of God. When God reveals Himself
and His presence, it sometimes is in a brilliant manifestation of light, indicating His holiness
and splendor. When creation or the creature glorify God, or when God glorifies Himself, it
involves a display of any or all of His attributes. It is showing off God in the best sense of the
word. His awesomeness, His magnificence and His manifold perfections merit displaying.
Many believers have only a vague idea of what it means to glorify God. As our study shows, it
simply is a display of God, whether by Himself, or angels or men or creation of what He is
really like.

1b. The glory of God in worship: THE SHEKINAH GLORY

What is the biblical meaning of Shekinah?

Meaning & History. From the Hebrew word n1>v (shekhinah) which means "God's
manifested glory" or "God's presence". This word does not appear in the Bible, but
later Jewish scholars used it to refer to the dwelling place of God, especially the
Temple in Jerusalem. Home » Names.
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The pillar in the wilderness: Ex. 13:20-23

And they took their journey from Succoth, and encamped in Etham, in the edge of the
wilderness.

21 And the Lord went before them by day in a pillar of a cloud, to lead them the way; and
by night in a pillar of fire, to give them light; to go by day and night:

22He took not away the pillar of the cloud by day, nor the pillar of fire by night, from
before the people.

The cloud in the tabernacle: Ex. 33:7-11

And qu'es took the tabernacle, and pitched it without the camp, afar off from the
camp, and called it the Tabernacle of the congregation. And it came to pass, that every
one which sought the Lord went out unto the tabernacle of the congregation, which was
without the camp. ’

8 And it came to pass, when Moses went out unto the tabernacle, that all the people
rose up, and stood every man at his tent door, and looked after Moses, until he was
gone into the tabernacle.

9 And it came to pass, as Moses entered into the tabernacle, the cloudy pillar descended,
and stood at the door of the tabernacle, and the Lord talked with Moses.

10And all the people saw the cloudy pillar stand at the tabernacle door: and all the
people rose up and worshipped, every man in his tent door.

11 And the Lord spake unto Moses face to face, as a man speaketh unto his friend. And
he turned again into the camp: but his servant Joshua, the son of Nun, a young man,
departed not out of the tabernacle.

The glory in Solomon’s temple: 2 Chron. 7:1-3

Now when Solomon had made an end of praying, the fire came down from heaven, and
consumed the burnt offering and the sacrifices; and the glory of the Lord filled the
house.

% And the priests could not enter into the house of the Lord, because the glory of

the Lord had filled the Lord’s house.

*And when all the children of Israel saw how the fire came down, and the glory of

the Lord upon the house, they bowed themselves with their faces to the ground upon
the pavement, and worshipped, and praised the Lord, saying, For he is good; for his
mercy endureth for ever.

Ezekiel’s vision of the glory of God:
1d. The description: Ezek: 1:4-28

2d. The departure:

le. Departed from the cherubim to the threshold of the temple:
Ezek. 9:3
2e. Hovered over the eastern gate: Ezek. 10:16-19

3e. Hovered over the Mount of Olives: Ezek. 11:23

‘?90:3
1
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Romans 1:20, it reveals His power and divine nature. Perhaps these two
ideas—power and divine nature—can be merged to say that creation
clearly demonstrates that there exists in this universe a powerful
supreme being. And adding what is revealed about God in Psalm 19:1-6
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3d. The return: Ez. 43:2-3; 44
And, behold, the glory of the God of Israel came from the way of the east: and
his voice was like a noise of many waters: and the earth shined with his glory.
3 And it was according to the appearance of the vision which | saw, even
according to the vision that | saw when | came to destroy the city: and the
visions were like the vision that | saw by the river Chebar; and | fell upon my
face.

2b. The glory of God in nature:

1c.

2¢.

3c.

The fact:

Psalm 113:3-4 From the rising of the sun unto the going down of the same
the Lord's name is to be praised.
“The Lord is high above all nations, and his glory above the heavens.

Jer. 32:17 Ah Lord God! behold, thou hast made the heaven and the earth by
thy great power and stretched out arm, and there is nothing too hard for thee:

The principal passage: Psalm 19:1-6

The heavens declare the glory of God; and the firmament sheweth his handywork.
?Day unto day uttereth speech, and night unto night sheweth knowledge.

3There is no speech nor language, where their voice is not heard.

“Their line is gone out through all the earth, and their words to the end of the world. In
them hath he set a tabernacle for the sun,

*Which is as a bridegroom coming out of his chamber, and rejoiceth as a strong man to
run a race.

®His going forth is from the end of the heaven, and his circuit unto the ends of it: and
there is nothing hid from the heat thereof.

1d. The glory is seen in the heavens:

2d. The glory is always seen:

3d. The glory is mute but clear:

4d. The glory is world-wide and universal:
5d. The revelation is as strong as the sun:

The Pauline statement: Romans 1:18-20

For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and
unrighteousness of men, who hold the truth in unrighteousness;

19 Because that which may be known of God is manifest in them; for God hath shewed it

unto them.

20£or the invisible things of him from the creation of the world are clearly seen, being
understood by the things that are made, even his eternal power and Godhead; so that
they are without excuse:

Creation does not reveal everything about God but, according to
Romans 1:20, it reveals His power and divine nature. Perhaps these two
ideas—power and divine nature—can be merged to say that creation
clearly demonstrates that there exists in this universe a powerful
supreme being. And adding what is revealed about God in Psalm 19:1-6

4
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3b.

4b.

we can conclude that creation shows God’s glory through His attributes
of power, intelligence, and supreme divinity. (Charles Ryrie,
Transformed by His Glory, 1990, p. 60 [italics in the original])

The glory of God in salvation:

The triune God was involved in the eternal plan of salvation. In Ephesians 1 the Apostle
Paul speaks of the involvement of the triune God in our salvation.

1c.

2c.

The revelation:

1d. The Father selects (v. 4) “to the praise of the glory of his grace” (v. 6)
2d The Son saves (v. 7) “to th3e praise of his glory” (v. 12)

3d. The Holy Spirit secures (v . 13-14) “unto the praise of his glory” (v. 14)
The response:

The believer “should be to the praise of his glory” (v. 12). To praise means to
approve or to esteem. In other words, we should exhibit high esteem for God’s
character and perfect plan. Instead of questioning God’s sovereign selection of
the saints before the foundation of the world (v. 4), we should be praise Him

and express our gratitude for “having predestinated us unto the adoption
of children” and “made us accepted in the beloved” (v. 5-6).

The glory of God in Christ:

dic:
2c.
3c.
4c.
5¢.
bc.

Christ is raised by the glory of the Father: Romans 6:4

Christ is taken up into glory: 1 Tim. 3:16

Christ is at the right hand of glory: Acts 17:55

Glory is ascribed to Him as to God: Luke 2:14; Heb. 13:21

He is the Lord of glory: 1 Cor. 2:8; James 2:1

The hope of the believer is the appearing of the glory of our great God and
Savior Jesus Christ: Titus 2:13

(Summarized from Geoffrey W. Bromiley, Theological Dictionary of the New
Testament, abridged in one volume, 1985, 180)

While Christ was on earth He displayed His preincarnate glory on two occasion.
At his transfiguration, where Moses and Elijah appeared in glory (Lk. 9:30-31)
and the three disciples “saw his glory,” (v. 32). In the Garden of Gethsemane
Christ’s divine glory overpowered His enemies temporarily as He revealed
Himself as the Messiah (John 18:6).
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In the believer:

In the Old Testament the emphasis is on the contemplation and observation of God’s
glory. In the New Testament the emphasis shifts to the participation.

1c. As a sinner, the individual falls short of God’s glory: Rom. 3:23

2c. The righteous will shine: Daniel 12:3
And they that be wise shall shine as the brightness of the firmament; and they that turn
many to righteousness as the stars for ever and ever.

3c. The body will be transformed into His glorious body: Phil. 3:21
ho shall change our vile body, that it may be fashioned like unto his glorious body,
according to the working whereby he is able even to subdue all things unto himself.

4c. The believer is glorified with Christ: Rom. 8:17; Col. 1:27; 3:4

Sc. The glorification is at the root of the divine purpose and the sinner is said to
have been already glorified: Rom. 8:28-30

6C. The Holy Spirit is the believer’s pledge that he will bring glory to Christ: Eph 3:16
That he would grant you, according to the riches of his glory, to be strengthened with
might by his Spirit in the inner man;

7c. Christ promises that the disciples will see His glory (John 17:24) and that He
gives to them the glory that the Father has given to Him: John 17:22
And the glory which thou gavest me | have given them; that they may be one, even as
we are one:

THE DEMAND UPON THE BELIEVER:

1b.

2b.

3b.

All of God’s creation and creatures reflect in one way or another the awesome nature
and divine perfections of God.

The glory of God means God displayed or manifested in any or all of His characteristics.

The believer is enjoined to glorify God: 1 Cor. 10:31
Whether therefore ye eat, or drink, or whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of God.

God is undoubtedly seen when His will is done. So in a very real sense, the glory of God
is doing the will of God.

In conclusion, to glorify God means to display any or all of His attributes. Nature
can do that; so can angels and humans. Paul encourages the believer to
follow God’s will, and thus glorify our heavenly Father and His Son, the Lord Jesus Christ.



THE PILLAR OF CLOUD AND OF FIRE
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and at the comman&ment of the Lord they journeyed: they kept the
charge of the Lord, at the commandment of the Lord by the hand of Moses.
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THE PROBLEM OF THE TRINITY OF GOD: A Transcendent Truth

Although not itself a biblical term, “the Trinity” has been found a convenient designation
for the one God self-revealed in Scripture as Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. It signifies
that within the one essence of the Godhead we have to distinguish three “persons” who
are neither three gods on the one side, nor three parts or modes of God on the other,

but coequally and coeternally God. (Walter A. Elwell, Ed., Evangelical Dictionary of
Theology, 1984, 1112).

1A, The Unity of God: E ‘ﬂf" ,j%%

¢

monotheism
There are three monotheistic religions: Christianity, Judaism, Islam
1b.  The errors concerning the unity of God:

1c.  Polytheism: a plurality of gods.

2c.  Tritheism: three gods

3c.  Dualism: two eternal divine beings, one good, the other evil
‘ 2b.  The evidence for the unity of God:

1c.  Qualitative oneness: uniqueness
Deut. 6:4 Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God is one LORD:

Zech. 14:9 And the LORD shall be king over all the earth: in that day shall
there be one LORD, and his name one.

EX. 15:11 Who is like unto thee, O LORD, among the gods? who is like thee,
glorious in holiness, fearful in praises, doing wonders?

Jn. 17:3 And this is life eternal, that they might know thee the only true God,
and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast sent.

2c. Numerical oneness: singularity
Ex. 20:3 Thou shalt have no other gods before me.

1 Cor. 8:4-6 As concerning therefore the eating of those things that are offered
in sacrifice unto idols, we know that an idol is nothing in the world, and that there
is none other God but one. 5 For though there be that are called gods, whether in
heaven or in earth, (as there be gods many, and lords many,) 6 But to us there is
but one God, the Father, of whom are all things, and we in him; and one Lord
‘ Jesus Christ, by whom are all things, and we by him.



1 Tim.

man Ch

2A.  The Trinity of God:

1b. The intimation of the Old Testament:

1c.  The use of plural expressions:

1d.

2d.

2:5 For there is one God, and one mediator between God and men, the
rist Jesus;

THE HOLY TRINTY

SHIELD OF THE HOLY m

The plural noun ELOHIM:

The term ELOHIM with plural

verbs and pronouns:

Gen. 1:26-27 And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our
likeness: and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over
the fowl of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the earth, and over
every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth. 27 So God created

man in his own image, in the image of God created he him; male and
female created he them.

Gen. 11:7-8 Go to, let us go down, and there confound their language,
that they may not understand one another's speech. 8 So the LORD

scattered them abroad from thence upon the face of all the earth: and
they left off to build the city.

Gen. 3:22 And the LORD God said, Behold, the man is become as one
of us, to know good and evil: and now, lest he put forth his hand, and
take also of the tree of life, and eat, and live for ever:

Is. 6:8 Also I heard the voice of the Lord, saying, Whom shall | send.
and who will go for us? Then said |, Here am |; send me.

2c.  The distinctions between the divine persons:

1d.

\:

government shall be upon

shoulder: and his name shall be
called Wonderful, Counsellor,
The mighty God, The everlasting

Father, The Prince of Peace.

For unto us a child is born,
unto us 2 son is given: and the

The Messiah and God

Is. 9:6 For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the
government shall be upon his shoulder: and his name shall be called
Wonderful, Counseller, The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The
Prince of Peace. :

his
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3C.

2d.  The Angel of Yahweh and Yahweh:

Gen. 22:15-16 And the angel of the LORD called unto Abraham out of
heaven the second time,16 And said, By myself have | sworn, saith the

LORD, for because thou hast done this thing, and hast not withheld thy
son, thine only son:

EX. 3:2-6 And the angel of the LORD appeared unto him in a flame of
fire out of the midst of a bush: and he looked, and, behold, the bush
burned with fire, and the bush was not consumed. 3 And Moses said, |
will now turn aside, and see this great sight, why the bush is not burnt. 4
And when the LORD saw that he turned aside to see, God called unto
him out of the midst of the bush, and said, Moses, Moses. And he said,
Here am I. 5 And he said, Draw not nigh hither: put off thy shoes from off
thy feet, for the place whereon thou standest is holy ground. 6 Moreover
he said, | am the God of thy father, the God of Abraham, the God of

Isaac, and the God of Jacob. And Moses hid his face: for he was afraid
to look upon God.

Judges 13:21-22 But the angel of the LORD did no more appear to
Manoah and to his wife. Then Manoah knew that he was an angel of the
LORD. And Manoah said unto his wife, We shall surely die, because we
have seen God.

3d.  All three members of the trinity:

Is. 48:16 Come ye near unto me, hear ye this; | have not spoken in

secret from the beginning; from the time that it was, there am I: and now
the Lord GOD, and his Spirit, hath sent me.

Is. 63:9-10 In all their affliction he was afflicted, and the angel of his
presence saved them: in his love and in his pity he redeemed them: and
he bare them, and carried them all the days of old. 10 But they rebelled,
and vexed his holy Spirit: therefore he was turned to be their enemy, and
he fought against them.

Cf. Is. 61:1 The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me; because the LORD
hath anointed me to preach good tidings unto the meek: he hath sent me
to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and the
opening of the prison to them that are bound;

The usage of threefold ascriptions:

Is. 6:3 And one cried unto another, and said, Holy, holy, holy, is the LORD of
hosts: the whole earth is full of his glory.

Num. 6:24-26 The LORD bless thee, and keep thee: 25 The LORD
make his face shine upon thee, and be gracious unto thee:26 The
LORD lift up his countenance upon thee, and give thee peace.

The benediction of Num. 6:24-26 is very similar to that of 2 Cor.
13:14.
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2 Cor. 13:14 The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the
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‘ communion of the Holy Ghost, be with you all. Amen.
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2b. The revelation of the New Testament:

Mt. 3:16-17 And Jesus, when he was baptized, went up straightway out of the water-
and, lo, the heavens were opened unto him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like
a dove, and lighting upon him: 17 And lo a voice from heaven, saying, This is my beloved
Son, in whom | am well pleased.

“This is the first clear expression of the concept of the Trinity.”--C. C. Ryrie

1c.  The recognition of three persons as God:

1 Pet. 1:2 Elect according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, through
sanctification of the Spirit, unto obedience and sprinkling of the blood of Jesus
Christ: Grace unto you, and peace, be multiplied.

1d. The Father is God:

Jn. 6:27 Labour not for the meat which perisheth, but for that meat
which endureth unto everlasting life, which the Son of man shall give
unto you: for him hath God the Father sealed.

Eph. 4:6 One God and Father of all, who is above all, and through all,
and in you all.

2d.  The Son is God: (discussed under the doctrine of Christ)

1e.  His names:
Jn. 20:28 And Thomas answered and said unto him, My Lord

and my God.
§\\\\\\ "'////// 1 Tim. 3:16 And without controversy great is the mystery of
S = godliness: God was manifest in the flesh, justified in the Spirit,
z _:—. seen of angels, preached unto the Gentiles, believed on in the

world, received up into glory.

1

‘//I’AI

Heb. 1:8 But unto the Son he saith, Thy throne, O God, is for
ever and ever: a sceptre of righteousness is the sceptre of thy

‘ kingdom.
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2e.

3e.

His attributes:

Heb. 13:8 Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and to day, and
for ever.

Mt. 28:18 And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, Al
power is given unto me in heaven and in earth.

Mt. 28:20 Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever |

have commanded you: and, lo, | am with you alway, even unto
the end of the world. Amen.

His works:

Mark 2:7 Why doth this man thus speak blasphemies? who
can forgive sins but God only?

Jdn. 1:1-3 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was
with God, and the Word was God. 2 The same was in the
beginning with God. 3 All things were made by him; and without
him was not any thing made that was made.

Col. 1:16-17 For by him were all things created, that are in
heaven, and that are in earth, visible and invisible, whether they
be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers: all things
were created by him, and for him: 17 And he is before all things,
and by him all things consist.

3d.  The Spiritis God: (discussed in detail under the doctrine of
the Holy Spirit)

1e.

2e.

His names:

Acts 5:3-4 But Peter said, Ananias, why hath Satan filled thine
heart to lie to the Holy Ghost, and to keep back part of the price
of the land? Whiles it remained, was it not thine own? and after it
was sold, was it not in thine own power? why hast thou
conceived this thing in thine heart? thou hast not lied unto men,
but unto God.

2 Cor. 3:17 Now the Lord is that Spirit: and where the Spirit of
the Lord is, there is liberty.

His attributes:

1 Cor. 2:10 But God hath revealed them unto us by his Spirit:
for the Spirit searcheth all things, yea, the deep things of God.

1 Cor. 6:19 What? know ye not that your body is the temple of

the Holy Ghost which is in you, which ye have of God, and ye
are not your own?
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Rom. 8:2 For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath
made me free from the law of sin and death.

3e. His works:

Jn. 16:8-11 And when he is come, he will reprove the world of
sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment: 9 Of sin, because
they believe not on me; 10 Of righteousness, because | go tomy
Father, and ye see me no more; 11 Of judgment, because the
prince of this world is judged.

Jn. 3:5-6 Jesus answered, Verily, verily, | say unto thee,
Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter
into the kingdom of God. 6 That which is born of the flesh is
flesh; and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit.

2 Pet. 1:19-21 We have also a more sure word of prophecy;
whereunto ye do well that ye take heed, as unto a light that
shineth in a dark place, until the day dawn, and the day star arise
in your hearts: 20 Knowing this first, that no prophecy of the
scripture is of any private interpretation. 21 For the prophecy
came not in old time by the will of man: but holy men of God
spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost.

2c.  The relationship between the three persons:

1d.

2d.

Each of the three persons is clearly distinguished from the
other two:

Lk. 1:35 And the angel answered and said unto her, The Holy Ghost
shall come upon thee, and the power of the Highest shall overshadow

thee: therefore also that holy thing which shall be born of thee shall be
called the Son of God.

Jn. 14:16 Jesus saith unto him, | am the way, the truth, and the life: no
man cometh unto the Father, but by me.

Jn. 15:26 But when the Comforter is come, whom | will send unto you

from the Father, even the Spirit of truth, which proceedeth from the
Father, he shall testify of me:

Mt. 3:16-17 And Jesus, when he was baptized, went up straightway
out of the water: and, lo, the heavens were opened unto him, and he saw
the Spirit of God descending like a dove, and lighting upon him: 17 And

lo a voice from heaven, saying, This is my beloved Son, in whom | am
well pleased.

There exist certain distinctions of priority and subordination
among the three persons:

1e.  Priority:

Eph. 2:18 For through him we both have access by one Spirit
unto the Father.
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1 Cor. 8:6 yet for us there is but one God, the Father, from

‘ whom are all things, and we exist for Him; and one Lord, Jesus
Christ, by whom are all things, and we exist through Him.
NASV

Gal. 4:4 But when the fulness of the time was come, God sent
forth his Son, made of a woman, made under the law,

Cf. Jn. 15:26 But when the Comforter is come, whom | will
send unto you from the Father, even the Spirit of truth, which
proceedeth from the Father, he shall testify of me:

2e.  Subordination: (never inferiority)

Phil. 2:6 Who, being in the form of God, thought it not robbery
to be equal with God.

Psalm 40:7-8 Then said |, Lo, | come: in the volume
of the book it is written of me, 8 | delight to do thy will,
O my God: yea, thy law is within my heart.

(cf. Heb. 10:7)
3d.  There is an eternal relationship within the trinity:

Between the Father and Son: eternal generation,
thus eternal sonship.

Is. 9:6 For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and
the government shall be upon his shoulder: and his name shall

be called Wonderful, Counseller, The mighty God, The
everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace.

Ps. 2:7 1 will declare the decree: the LORD hath said unto me,
Thou art my Son; this day have | begotten thee.

Between the Spirit and the other two persons:
eternal procession
Jn. 15:26 But when the Comforter is come, whom | will send

unto you from the Father, even the Spirit of truth, which
proceedeth from the Father, he shall testify of me:

1%
o =
— == . JOHN 13
=S e
%{»’7 ’ @ 26 But when the Comforter is come,
///% DR whom I will send unto you from the
I (AN Father, even the Spirit of truth, which

proceedeth from the Father, he shall

THE SPIRIT testify of me:
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3A.

The Triunity of God:

1b.

2b.

3b.

4b.

62

92 THe Gob OF THE BiBLE

The Father
Eph. 4:6
s I

The Holy
Spirit

Acts 5:4 Robert P. Lightner

The theological definition of the triunity of God:

“The doctrine that there is only one true God, but in the unity of the
Godhead there are three eternal and co-equal persons, the same in

. substance but distinct in subsistence.”—B.B. Warfield

The historical errors concerning the triunity of God:

d Tels Tritheism:

A
2cC. Sabellianism: -‘&\
3c. Subordinationism: @

4c.  Unitarianism:
The biblical evidence for the triunity of God:

1c.  The triunity at Christ's baptism:

Lk. 3:21-22 Now when all the people were baptized, it came to pass, that
Jesus also being baptized, and praying, the heaven was opened, 22 And the
Holy Ghost descended in a bodily shape like a dove upon him, and a voice came
from heaven, which said, Thou art my beloved Son: in thee | am well pleased.

2c.  The triunity and the Great Commission:

Mt. 28:19-20 Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: Teaching them to
observe all things whatsoever | have commanded you: and, lo, | am with you
alway, even unto the end of the world. Amen.

3c.  The triunity and the divine benediction:
2 Cor. 13:14 The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of
God, and the communion of the Holy Ghost, be with you all. Amen.

The important features of the triunity of God:
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1c.  There is in the divine being but one indivisible essence.
2c.  Inthe divine being there are three personal distinctions.

3c.  The whole undivided essence of God belongs equally to each of
the three persons.

4c.  The operation of the three persons in the divine essence is marked
by a certain definite order.

5c.  The Church confesses the triunity of God to be a mystery beyond
the comprehension of man.

THE TRINITY INVOKED.

CoME, thou almighty King!

Help us thy name to sing,
Help us to praise:

Father, all-glorious,

O’er all victorious,

Come, and reign over us,
Ancient of days!

Jesus, our Lord, arise ;
Scatter our enemies,
And make them fall :
Let Thine almighty aid
Our sure defence be made ;
Our souls on thee be stayed
Lord, hear our call.

Come, thou incarnate Word !
'Gird on thy mighty sword;
Our prayer attend:
Come, and thy people bless,
And give thy word success ;
Spirt of holiness,
On us descend !

Come. holy Comforter!

Thy sacred witness bear,
In this glad hour:

Thou, who almighty art,

Now rule in every heart,

And ne’er from us depart,
Spirit of power !

To the great One in Three,
The highest praises be,
Hence, evermore !
His sovereign majesty
May we in glory see,
And to eternity
Love and adore !

CHARLES WESLEY.

Joun MarrIoTT, 2 clergyman of the Church of England

LITANY TO THE TRINITY.

>

was born near Lutterworth, in 1780, and died March 31, 1825.
He was educated at Oxford, where he gained honors.

1313.

THou, whose almighty Word

Chaos and darkness heard,
And took their flight;

Hear us, we humbly pray,

And where the Gospel-day

Sheds not its glorious ray,
Let there be light!

Thou, who didst come to bring
On thy redeeming wing
Healing and sight,
Health to the sick in mind,
Sight to the inly blind,
Oh. now to all mankind
Let there be light !

Spirit of truth and love,
Life-giving, holy Dove,

Speed forth thy flight !
Move on the waters’ face
Spreading the beams of grace,
And in earth’s darkest place

Let there be light ! '

Holy and Blessed Three,
Glorious Trinity,
Wisdom, Love, Might!
Boundless as ocean’s tide
Rolling in fullest pride,
Through the world, far and wide,
Let there be light! Amen.
JoHN MARRIOTT.
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*‘And the Catholic Faith is this, that we worship
one God in Trinity and Trinity in Unity. Neither
confounding the Persons, nor dividing the Sub-

stance. . . . But the Godhead of the Father, of the
Son, and of the Holy Ghost is all One, the Glory
Equal, the Majesty co-Eternal. . . . The Father is

made of none, neither created nor begotten. The
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Son is of the Father alone; not made, nor created,
but begotten. The Holy Ghost is of the Father and
the Son: neither made, nor created, nor begotten,
but proceeding. . . . And in this Trinity None is
afore or after Other, None is greater or less than
Another, but the Three Persons are co-Eternal to-
gether, and co-Equal’ (From Athanasian Creed).
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A good concrete illustration of the Blessed Trinity
is an equilateral triangle. Such a triangle has three
sides equal in every way, and yet distinct from
each other. There are three sides, but only one
triangle. As we see in this illustration, each Divine

Person is different from the other two, but all three
are God. Each one is God, distinct from the two
others, and yet one with them. The three -Persons
are equal in every way, with one nature and one
substance: three Divine Persons, but only one God.

One God in Three Persons
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Figure 231. The Trinity as three identical men

equal. If they are to be made equal, poetry must be invoked, not
arithmetic.

Consequently, graphic depiction of the Trinity arose but
slowly and was always fraught with misgiving. One reason was
that to show three beings gave a handle to the charge of the Jews
and the Muslims that the Christians worshipped three gods. A
deeper reason was the assumed impossibility of depicting God
without blasphemy, except by a hand extending from above. Not
until the eighth century do we find an extant example of a full,
direct portrayal of the Three in one. (We do have a description of
a portrayal in a church in the late fourth century, but the church
is not extant.) To be sure, the separate parts appear. The depictions
of the baptism have the hand above, the dove as the Spirit, and the
Son receiving the rite. But there is no suggestion that the three are
conjoined. Then there “are.symbolic representations: in-a circle
three birds, three men holding each. other’s heels, three. rabbits
sharing their ears.

The era of extensive direct depiction begins in the twelfth
century. Is this another phase of that materialization of religion
which we noted in this period with respect to the crucifixion and
the resurrection? The Trinity is shown sometimes. as three un-
differentiated old men. Other depictions distinguish the Father
wearing a papal tiara, the Son carrying the cross, and the Spirit
with the dove perched on the halo. The unity is the more emphasized
when one body has three heads, or one head has three faces. Another

Roland Bainton, Behold the Man, p. 203

Figure 232. The Trinity as three men
distinguished

Figure 233. The Trinity as one body,
three heads

Figure 234. The Trinity as one head,
three faces
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@ Addendum: Heretical Views of the Trinity

Correct View

False Doctrinal Views of the Trinity
UNITARIANISM SABELLIANISM TRITHEISM

Father - the Creator

s
>

HOLY SPIRIT

o
ASon - a created being S
/u3\

NT & Tod
Spirit - impersenal Modalistic— unorthodox beliefthat The Three Gods
the one God existed in three modes at
different tirnes in history but never at
the same time. Often they believe
God's name is Jesus.

4/19/2018 Unitarianism - Wikipedia

WIKIPEDIA

Unitarianism

Unitarianism (from Latin unitas "unity, oneness", from unus "one") is historicall
named for its belief that the God in Christianity is one entity,
defines God as three persons in one being;

y a Christian theological movement
as opposed to the Trinity (tri- from Latin tres "three") which
the Father, Son, and ﬁplyﬁpj@.m Unitarian Christians, therefore, believe that
. Jesus was inspired by God in his moral teachings, and he is a savior,2l® but he was a normal human being and not a deity

or God incarnate. Unitarianism does not constitute one single Christian denomination, but rather refers to a collection of
both extant and extinct Christian denominations, whether historically related to each other or not, which share a common
theological concept of the oneness nature of God.




4/19/2018 Sabellianism - Wikipedia

WIKIPEDIA 67

Sabellianism

In Christianity,

Sabellianism in the Eastern church or Patripassianism in the Western church is the belief that the
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit are three different modes or aspects of God, as apposed to a Trinitarian view of three distinct
persons within the Godhead.[] The term Sabellianism comes from Sabellius, who was a theologian and priest from the 3rd
century. None of his writings have survived and so all that is known about him comes from his opponents. All evidence
shows that Sabellius held Jesus to be deity while denying the plurality of persons in God and holding a belief similar to
modalistic monarchianism. Modalistic monarchianism has been generally understood to have arisen during the second
and third centuries, and to have been regarded as heresy after the fourth, although this is disputed by some.[2]

Sabellianism has been rejected by the majority of Christian churches in favour of Trinitarianism, which was eventually
defined as three distinct, co-equal, co-eternal Persons of One Substance by the Athanasian Creed, probably dating from
the late 5th or early 6th century. The Greek term homoousian or "consubstantial” (6po0vo106) had been used before its
adoption by the First Council of Nicaea. The Gnostics were the first to use the word dpoovotog, while before the Gnostics

there is no trace at all of its existence. BIAHSISITIBION10I1](12] 7}, early church theologians were probably made aware of

this concept, and thus of the doctrine of emanation, taught by the Gnostics.!"3! In Gnostic texts the word dpoovatog is used
with the following meanings:

= |dentity of substance between generator and generated.
= |dentity of substance between things generated of the same substance.
= Identity of substance between the partners of a Syzygy.

Tritheism

Tritheism is the belief that cosmic divinity is composed of three powerful entities. As generally conceived, three gods are
envisioned as having separate domains and spheres of influence that coalesce
respect, tritheism differs from cosmic dualism, which often posits two divine
opposition.

into an omnipotent whole. In this primary
powers working in theological or spiritual

Most Christian denominations do not hold the universe as spiritually tritheistic, although some nontrinitarian

denominations stray slightly from pure monotheism and the duality between God and Satan. The term has beer;

orthodox Christian doctrine put forth in Nicaea proclaiming God to be one being and three persons
the Trinity to be three different beings or substances united by one purpose.

"Monotheistic" tritheism

Muslims, Jews and other’ nontrinitarians claim that the orthodox trinitarian Christian doctrine of the H_Qly: Trinity of
Fz;therS(;n and Holy Spirit constitutes Tritheism, since these distinct "persons" are unified only by an impersona

ers, since the

Proponents of trinitarianism claim that the three persons of the Trinity do not. have sepf'irate 'pc{m':;u:r;l nce t :;'t:z
omnipotent, and do not have separate spheres of influence, since their sphere o.f mfluence is unlimited. tle;y arg e
the persons of the Trinity have one divine essence and are indivisible, whereas Tritheism app.ears to suggest three sep
Gods. Athanasius already attempted to distinguish Trinitarianism from Tritheism and Modalism.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tritheism



Why Mormonism Can Never Be Part of True Christianity
by Ed Decker

The major heresy of Mormonism is summed up in its central theological
axiom, the doctrine of The Law of Eternal Progression. It is as
follows: “As Man is, God once was, and as God is, man may become.”

Basically, it says that the god of Mormonism was once a man who was born
to human parents on another planet, grew to manhood, lived out his life
being obedient to the laws and ordinances of the gospel presented by the
god of that world. Upon his death and resurrection, he was judged (by his
god) as being worthy for godhood.

The Mormon god was raised to his godhood and sent with many goddess
wives to a planet near the great star, Kolob, somewhere in our present
galaxy. There, this god and his wives began ‘procreating’ or physically
begetting “spirit” children. We here on this planet are each the offspring of
this god and one of his goddesses in this pre-existent Mormon world.

Amazing? Yes, it is! But even more disparate is the position of Christ in all
this. Mormonism teaches that when their god decided it was time to
populate this earth with his spirit children, the Head of All The Gods called
a great council meeting to decide the method. The Mormon god asked his
two eldest sons, Jesus and Lucifer, to both prepare plans for presentation
to the council. They chose the plan of Jesus.

Lucifer rebelled and led one-third of the children to revolt against god and
in a great battle, was defeated by Christ and the two-thirds who were
“valiant.” Lucifer and those who fought with him were cast to earth
without bodies and became the devil and his demons. Those others who
were less than valiant became the black race and the very valiant became
the “white and delightsome” race.

Mormonism teaches that if Mormons are faithful, pay their tithing, obey
all the laws and ordinances of the (Mormon) gospel, do their genealogy
and go to the temple for secret, sacred rituals for both the living and their
dead, they too can become gods and goddesses as all gods have done
before them.

To the Mormon, Jesus is our elder brother, who pointed the way, but isn’t
The Way, as we Christians understand. To the Mormon, Jesus was the god
of the Old Testament, but once he took his physical form, justified his own
spiritual salvation through his works while in the flesh, just as each of us
must.

Mormonism teaches that Jesus suffered for our sins in the Garden of
Gethsemane, providing personal salvation (which may mean exaltation to
godhood) conditional upon our obedience to the laws and ordinances of
the LDS gospel. His death on the cross provided a general salvation,
whereby all mankind is resurrected to be judged for our works, using the
secret keys, hand grips and passwords learned only in the Mormon temple
by worthy Mormons.

What I have just shared is just the tip of a dark and dangerous iceberg,
filled with spiritual death for its unsuspecting victims. Proverbs 14:12 says,
“There is a way that seemeth right unto a man, but the end thereof are the
ways of death.” Were the scriptures ever more direct in such a matter?

Posted by John Sanidopoulos at 7:22:00 AM
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Do Mormons believe in the
Trinity?

Question: "Do Mormons believe in the Trinity?"

69

Answer: Mormons say they believe in the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. However,

Mormon doctrine denies the Trinity, teaching that the Father, Son, and Spirit do not
comprise one God.

According to Mormonism, Jesus is a created being, the first spirit to be born of the Father
(Mormon Doctrine, p.129) and a celestial mother (Mormon Doctrine, p.516). Therefore,
Jesus could not be the eternal God or part of an eternal Trinity. Mormons also teach that
both the Father and the Son are men with bodies of flesh and bone (Doctrine & Covenants

132:20; Articles of Faith, p 38); as two separate people, the Father and the Son cannot be
considered “one.”

Mormons also teach that Jesus is just one of many sons of God. Jesus is referred to
specifically as “a son of God” in the Book of Mormon (Alma 36:17). Lucifer, or the devil, is
another son of God in Mormon theology (Mormon Doctrine, p.163). Further, Mormonism
teaches that the number of gods is increasing. Any man on Earth can one day become the
god of another planet and populate it with children born to him from his eternal wife
(Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith, 345-354). Any one of those children can later
become a god in his own right (Doctrine & Covenants 132:20). Thus, there is not just One
God, triune or not; there are many, many gods (Book of Abraham 4:3).

Mormonism’s founder, Joseph Smith, clearly rejected the Trinity. He wrote, “Many men say
there is one God; the Father, the Son and the Holy Ghost are only one God. | say that is a
strange God. . . . All are crammed into one God according to sectarianism [the Christian
faith]. It would make the biggest God in all the world. He would be a wonderfully big God—
he would be a giant or a monster” (Teachings, p. 372). Other Mormon writers such as
James Talmage have confirmed Mormon denial of the Trinity (Articles of Faith, p.35).

It is a mysterious doctrine, but the Bible does teach that there is One God eternally
existing in three Persons (Matthew 28:19). Because Mormonism holds a distinctly unbiblical
view of God, the Mormon Church should be considered a religion distinct from Christianity
rather than a part of it.

(Editor’s note: many of the references in our articles on Mormonism are Mormon
publications, such as Mormon Doctrine, Articles of Faith, Doctrines of Salvation, History of
the Church, Doctrine and Covenants, and so forth. Others are from the Book of Mormon
itself, e.g., books such as 1 Nephi, 2 Nephi, and Alma.)

Recommended Resource: Reasoning from the Scriptures with Mormons by Ron Rhodes

https://www.gotquestions.org/Mormons-believe‘Trinity.html



